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Deare Chriftian, 

HE occalion of my 
reſenting this Ep 
por. pon. Ape" 
—_—__ at om 
ptincipall 

Re £51 (nfieneſe c cho 
mifcarria at I ſee daily 
gre ml RR the carnall yak 
prophane ones of the world; but 
many - amongſt thoſe who have 
. ſeemingly been purged from thetp 


former filth ſeemetobe ©. | W 
=== 


| teturning, 46not returned, wit 


dogge to bis vomit, and the ſow yy | _ Y” 


SS | 
GE 


WH5 waſhed, to their — 


58 f 


1n the wire - This being a tempta. 
tion that befals not onely, a Judas, 
a Demas,/but ſometimes meets with 
chrifthimfelfe, with true Chriſti. 
ans, It being covered-over witha 

*ence of holineſſe. T could not 
at preſent be altogether ſilent con- 
cerning this thing; not that my 
writing can in any caſe prevent 
your miſcarriages, its the anointing 
#n you that muſt and will teach you all 
rom Olrmobyrtes roy 

| in and through me, 
in and to you, it maybe through 
thepower of the fame anointin 
ſpeaking in both, eſtabliſh anc 
confirme us - both in the ſame 
truth. 

The ſubjc&T have treated on, 
and at preſent commend tov your 
conſideration, is theCovenant of 
grace, that law in the ſpirit which 
God promiſed in the Prophets,and 
now makes good in the Saints, be- 
cauſe the knowledge of this in 
| , power 
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power 1s that will keepe Saints up- 
with God, prevent them run- 


into thoſeextravagancies and 
ti. | wbeard of opinionsand prattices, 
ha | which' men, pretending godlineſſe, 
ot # runne into now adales; there Is 
n- | ooJaw but this law thad T know; 
y | "can "deliver fouls from this danger; 
it 


for prevention of miſtakes, or av/- 
da, Idefire youto obleave 


, theſe en/ning rules. 


1. | Without partiality, or a 


bf heat biaſſed to arty fide; dealing 

\ | faithfully with your owne ſoules, 

- looketo God, ſeeif he ſpeakes not 
theſame truth in you. 


2. © When Imention ſo often 
the lawin the ſpirit, I minde by it 
onely the Covenant of grace , Teſws 
Chriſt, who is all for,and in theſpi- 
ritua}l Chriſtian. 

3. Thereafon whyl ſo oft 
mind the falſhood and deluſions of 
natural & carnal nes as well as of. 
thoſe who are or would beacconnted 

y A4 more 


moreto 


venant.whi 


nant, 


. Qu. ; In. what: re f may 
chris [aid ta... be: the ' Cove 


want | rb bribibg 
. Anſw. Chriſt is. the: Cove- 
nant of grace., as he was, given 
torth by the Father, therein to de- 
manſtrateang declaregrace.z The 
Father to make. forth that fulneſſe of 
grace that was and is in bimſelfe for 
finners, gives forth his Sonne as the 
_ Covenant; There is jy Sqnne, my 01- 
ly beloved, take bim jor a Covenant, 
that your ſouls may be. ſatisfied in 
the knowledge of my grace, Iſa, 42: 6. 
Iwill 
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he declares grace, doingallin him, 
for us, without-us, ſo. he comes.in- 
to ſoules by the _ {pirit that he 
was in Chriftz ſo that Chriſt comes 
nat onely as a Covenant to us, but 
in us,andthe ſame law of ſpiritand 
lite takes poſſeſſion of us; and this 
isthelaw written in tbe heart, which 
will occaſion ſoules in whomit is, 
never to depart from God. 

Qu. Why is this Covenant 
.called a new Covenant, is it not the 
ſame that was in the Old Teita- 
ment? es 

Anſw, 


-Anſw. x. Ttstrue thoſe that 
were ſaved, wereſaved -inand by 
the ſameCovenant. 
Fre elnino, n 

n | e, 

wasnotthen made, but Dove 
nantthen made verbally,in word, 
was another Covenant , and that 
of workes, which was broken. 
Now becauſethis ſeemes to be a 
doubt and ſcruple, I ſhall give you 
ſeverallcleare- demonſtrations for 
the confirmation of it. ' 
' - Firſt, The Scripture cals it, 
Two Covenants, an old and a new, 
Iwill make a new Covenant, not ſuch 
4a Coverant as T made with 'your Fa- 
thers, &c. Jer. 31. 

.. Objeft. But ſome will ſay, that 
its called an old and a new,bmt therein 
to declare the clearneſſe of grace wn= 
der the Goſpel , -yet the ſame Cove- 
nant ,--as there is the old and. new 
Moone, when all is but one and the 


Jae. 
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Anſw . 


'*. Anſw. 1. It is not called a 
new Covenant in 'reſpe& of the 
dearnefle, but 1n of the 
natureof it; m$snot the ſame, 7 wil 
make a Covenant, but not ſuch a Cove- 
nant as 1 made with your' Fathers - 
The difference of the*nature of 
theſe Covenants will appear if we 
conlider, 

1. That''was a Covenant 
written and engraven in Table of 

, this is a Covenant written 
and engraven tn the heart. 

2. 'That was a Covenant 
that could not givelifenor cauſeto 
walke, becauſe of its weakneſſe, Heb. 
7.18. Butthis Covenant is a Cove- 
nant of fe. 

. That was a Covenant 
that' direftly tended to bondage, 
Gal. 4. 23, 24. But this unto grace 
and ſpirituall liberty, _ 

. That Covenant was but 
a type,a ſhadow, this the ſubſtance, 


therefore not the ſame, no more 
then 


Af Preface. 
Then the Jewiſh Ordinances, whoſſſt 
were ;all _xypicall and lhadowes, fror 
wastheſul ; thing ſhadow, £* 
ed;.ng more the {ame then tho 
creatures{acrificed was Chriſt ;.no 
morethenthe bloud- of the Paſchal 
Lamb ſprinkled on the door. peitr, 
wasthebloud of Chaiſts or the land 
of Canaan the ſpiritual}; reſt -of 
Chiapas putellwantypicall, and 
the ſubſtance was ſhadowed forth 

la tholc zypes, and Saints found 
grace couched ungder:this-old Co- 
venant;'T he miſtakeof thisocca- 
lions .mugh\miſcarriage amongſt 
a ws ROLE upon the Covenant 
he the famenow aeformerly;wil 
_ a Covenant without: now-as 
then 3-and hence {erup fleſhly Or- 
dinances of their owne invention, 
ſutable.to ſuch a Covenant, by 
which thouſands-/are deluded.z 
whereasthetruth js, that then there 
was a Covenant in the fleſh which 
gendred to bondagg,; which _ x 
thoſe 
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thoſe in the ſpirit were delivered 
exthe flefh could ſeeinta; but we 
onely under- this Covenant in 
The ſpirit, which 1s —— 
liberty,,a Covenant of grace' a 
q ought yo orc in 
this Covenant, but thoſe who are 
init,that is, thoſe in whoſe hearts 
it $. WIitten. - Its true, men may 
be in. the profeſſion of 'this Co- 
venant . whoarenot in it, nor ne- 
ver knew it, but they ought not to 
bethere; and there {hall not a mari 
paſle for currant,that hath not on / 
this wedding garment: with,Friend, 
how came? thou in hither? take him 
and binde him hand and foot , caſt 
bin into utter darkneſſe, &c. Thus 
"this Covenant being rightly 
knowne, we ſhall be able to ſee 
and ſay, that its a Covenant of 
Þ grace indeed,;a Covenant of peace 
and love indeed, in which our _ 
al 
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ſhall be abundantly mays nd 
powerfully upheld in and unde 
all temptations and conditions. 
5.- That was'a Covenant 
that mightbe broken; that was bro- 
ken, Jer. 31. this a Covenant that 
ſhall never bebroken, its an ever- 
laſting Covenant poſleſling foules 
with everlaſting grace and love, ever- 
ſing joy and praiſes, 1ſa. 25. laſt, 
his Covenant inthe ſpirit 1s the 
everlaſting, never-erring light and 
rule of Saints experienced ; It is 
that anointing which teacheth all 
things: and ſo I commend it to 
you. | 
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' Chap. I. 


Shewing the Light of the Law in 
the Spirit. 


Dn0D is light, and in bim 

0/21 PU there is no darkneſſe at all : 
ef All chough ics grue,God 

9 is with his People un- 

MR der dark difpenſations, up+ 

" holding them in it , 

though many times they” are ignorant 
B ' 0 
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of it; and although it's true, ſouls 
once | the powee of ligl 
_ w dp" ic oy < 
| _ lory oft 

che parte, being in ſome meaſure 
through that -ghr nnade conformabl 
unto him, rtaker of that ſelf 
ſame glory; 4. — ns of true light 
in Saints, being the right way of trut 
enjoyment, 

Now Saints when they have not 
0 drunk of the bitter cup with po 

C viz.) The cap of ſufferings, and ſo have 
been made conformable to bim in; bis death; 
but likewiſe have drunk new wine with 
him in bis Fatbers Kinydome, even that 
wine of the Spirit, which makes glad tbe 
beart f the City of God; hence the ſou],be- 
ing thus imbrac'd into the botome of 
love, and at preſent come in the King» 
dome of his =o Son, concludes with 
the Prophet, . Thou baſt made my mountain 
ſo ſtrong I ſball never be moved; but imme» 
diatly the Father withholding thoſe 
maniteſtationg and ſweet imbrace- 
ments in the boſome of Love, the ſoule 
is croubled; Thbou didſt but bide thy face,and 
T was troubled: This was Pauls condition, 
who was caught up into the third heaven, 

law 


_— 
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and beard things wautterable, yet the 
ey Father lets him down again nnder a 
ues cloud of fleſh; which ſeems at preſenc 
9 to eclipſe and darken his former glory, 
which was his trouble and his barthen, 
deliring to be rid of it; but he was an- 
lwered, 'My grace is ſufficient for thee, my 
firengeh ſhall be perfe&ed in thy weak- 
neſſe; this being the experienced con- 
dicion of many a precious foul who, 
although chey are ſomecimes taken up 
into the third beavens, and {o have a taſk 
given them of the heavenly glory, yet * 
uy are let down again under a cloud 
of fleſh. living upon grace, looking at- 
ter; and haſtingunto che glorious ap- 
pearing of the great God; knowing, That 
when Chriſt w10 is our life (ball appear, wee 
ſball appear with im in Glory; that as wee 
ſuffer wich him, wee ſhall raign with 
him. 

Now there being falſe Light, which 
indeed darknes ic telte, in che world, 
and a myſtery of iniquicy under the 
precence of truth, by which many are 
deceived: I (hall cherefore in this inſu- 
ing Treatiſe, according to the meaſare 
received, givea brief conch of rhe rrue 
Light , Liberty ,  Righreouſneſſe , 

B 2 holines, 
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Holines, Power and Glory of the Lay 
in the Spirit, the Covenant of graty 
written in the heart, in oppoſition tog 
and diſcovering of that law of darkng, 
fin and fleſh, the one being the law « 
the new, the other the Law of the old 


man. 

This Law in the Spirit, is the Spirit it 
ſelfe conforming Pauls ro it felfe; and 
its firſt a Spirit,a law of light,even that 
true light, thac lighteth every ſoule tha 
comes to the Fatber; He is light, and in bin 
there is no darkneſſe at all. 

This Law of light, where it works 
powerfully, where it works ſaving]y, 
it enlightens the underſtanding, in 
theſe ten particulars following. 

Firſt, lt enlightneth the underſtand- 
ing, by which it comes to ſee the evill 
of tinne , the evil nature of it, the evill 
conſequences of it. | 

1. Theevil nature of it, the evill 
fountain from whence it flowes, even 
the fountain of fleſh and devil, a bit- 
ter, and hlthy root, which producecth 
fruit ſutable unto ſuch a tree, which is 
Death, the conſequent or frait of {inne, 
The wages of ſinne # death;the ſoul is now 
taught to fee the evil nature of 1in, the 
cons 


- To all the 8aints. 
contrariety of it unro the divine na- 
tyre; the ſoul can ſee and fay truly, thar 
although finne is nothing to God, al- 
| too} though fin reach:th not God, yet it is 
abſolutely contrary to thoſe divine and 
” of 8 heavenly diſcoveries of God made forth 
off in the ſpirits of Chriſtians ; if you 
ſearch the Scripture you ſhall finde this 
iti} a manifeſt truth in the Spicics working; 
and} See AG. 2. 37. chap, 9.3, 45,6. If you 
har ſearch your own experience, you 
tha # finde it ſutable z never any ſoule made 
bin ker of grace , but firſt made ſenfi- 
e of the want of grace,by the enlighc- 
-kr } ning power of the Spirit of grace in the 
ly, | diſcovery of a mans ſelfe unto himſelf, 
in # andſoof theevill nature, of theevill 
conſequence of fin, which is a ſenſible- 
d. #8 nefſe of an internal and (pirituall death 
11 nnder darkneſfe, and a lake of fire; and 
18 this worke of diſcovery by this Law of 
light is effefted, not only in ſoules at 
[1 their firſt converſion 3 but all alon 
while fleſh and finne remains, til] deat 
, & ſwallowed up in life, and mortality bath put 
on immortality,till Chriſt who is our life ſhall 
appear, 'then ſball w2 appear with bim in . 
glory. 
' Que. What is finne? 
B 3 An. 
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Anſ. Sinne, oa tranſgreſſion of, off vi 
turning aide from a righteous Law: 
if wee judge of ſinne by a letter, a lay 
without us, then it is a tranſgreſſion of enc 
that Law, a turning afide from the Law; } ; . 
but if we judge of fin according to the 
lighe of the Law in the Spiric, then all 
turnings afide from, all motions and 
aQtings contrary unto that Spirit of | _ 
life and light, are finne; and indeed | V" 
| ſouls living in the light of this law are || (« 
\_O able to judge between the motions and | Y 
aRings of ficb and fpirit, they are |} © 
made able to judge truly of good and || | 
evill,and that not by eating of the for- Y | 
bidden fruit, but by being made parta» || | 
hers of the fruit of the Tree of |} | 
ife, 


So that now the Chriſtians diſcove- 
ry of fipne is not ſo much after the law 
of the old, as after the law of the new 
man, that law of firit and life in Chriſt, 
which is a ſinne diſcovering law where 
it enlightens; ſo that a Chriſtian in the 
light of this law, fces every motion to 
evill, every luſt and corruption, the 
whole body of fleſh, ro be contrary to 
that divine & fpirituall law, to that di- 
vine 
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vine nature received;and hence is main- 


I ined a contingall warre againſt it, 


untill that warfare be accompliſbed in the 
Wrong.or it, 

..2. This law in the Spirit is not on- 
ly a light diſcovering finne, but like- 
wife a light diſcovering Love and deli- 
yerance from finne. 

Firſt it diſcovers Love notwithſtand- 
ing the Creatures {inne; nay, not only 
fo, batit is Love in that Law that diſco- 
yers linne, and it ſelfe, who is Leve un- 
to Creatures while they ſinne; herein 
jsthe riches and freenefſe of grace wn- 
folded in the diſcovery of foes and 

race unto Creatures, who are in them- 
Fives unlovely; be opens a fountain of 
Love, notwithſtanding ſinne;a fountain 
of blood and Spirit to waſh away both 
the guilt and power of finne, a foun- 
tain of living waters ,even thoſe waters 
of life, that revives and comforts the 
weary ſoule in a barren and dry land; 
thus this Spirit of light, leads poor, 
empty, hungring and _ ſoules 
out of a barren and dry land, that land 
of Fgypt, a land of blackneſle and dark- 
nefſe , of oppreſſion and hard(hip, 
through and out of the wildernefſe and 
B 4 ſolitary 
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ſolitary condition into the ſweet im. 
bracements of the Fathers Love, both 
into the freenefſe and fulnefle of it, not- 
withſtanding the Creatures fenfible. 
fe of its own unworthineſſe, and 
ow the ſoul being thus lighted to, and 
feſſed: with this everkeng Love and 
grace; it is likewiſe brought in light of 
a lovely & gracious deliverance,a deli. 
verance from the guilt,a deliverance from 


the power of the Law in fleſh; that al- 


though the Chriſtian , through the 
powerfull working of corruption can 
ſay, many times with the Apoſtle, 0h 
wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 
from this body of finne? Yet it can ſay, by 
faith triamphingly, Thanks be unto God 
who giveth a vidtory, through our Lord 7eſw 
Chriſt; fleſb oft-times adts in Saints for 
their tryall ; and they are to paſſe 
through many tribulations to the King- 
dome; through a Sea of Glafſſe mingled 
with fire; yet in conclaſion they ſhall 
ſtand on top or above them all ( with 
the harps of God in their hands ) the 
Spirit making ſweet melody in their 
hearts ſinging the ſong of Moſes, Praiſe 
be to bim that fitteth upon the Throne and to 
the Lamb for ever; thus this Law of the 
Spirit 
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Spirit in righteous fouls, not only of 
finne and miſery, but likewiſe of love 
and deliverance; it leads the ſoule not 
only into the beholding of darknefle 
and ſorrow; bur it leads the ſoule out 
again inco the beholding of lighc, love 
and deliverance; and fo it ſha} be truly 
faid of them, Theſe are they that are come 
owt of great tribulation, and have waſhed 
themſclves white in the blood of the Lamb; 
theſe are they that have gone through 
many tribulations to the King- 
dome, &c. 

3-This Law in the Spirit diſcovers not 
pnly a deliverance from fleſh and finne,by 
which the ſoule is kept below its glory; 
but it likewiſe difcovers a glorious de- 
liverance into that fpirituall and eter- 
nall Kingdome , where is nothing leſfe 
then peace,purity and perfe&ion;it hath 
an entrance given, into thateverlaſt- 
ing Kingdome of bis dear Sonne. 

Firſt, It hath a light given, by and 

in which ic ſees into that Kingdome; 


In thy light we ſee light; and that King- 


dome is wichin as; in this light the ſoul 
ſees into the ſeverall dimenſions and 
glory of it; it ſees it to be a Kingdome 
al:ogether lovely, altogether — 
u 


nat oa wi £TY 
© & S 9 ” 4 - 7 . 


fall of deſire, he ſees it.to bea Kingdom 

of rightcouſneſſe, holines, peace, joy, . 
and tull of fpiricgall glory; he now 

ſees that ng. unclean thing can enter 

into this Kingdomic; ail fleſh and filthj- 

nes, all bypoccices and hypocriſy, all 

things that loye and make a lye muſt 

be without, caſt out into iter darkneſſe 

where js weeping and gnaſping of teeth. 

' Secondly, As there is a light, ſo there 
is an entring into that evcrlaſting 
Kingdonme, with a full expeRation up- 
on {ure ground of being eternally com- 
pleated jn that Kingdome; hence it is 
the Plalmiſt faith, Pſalm 145, 10,11412, 
Thy Saints ſþall bleſſe thee, they (ball ſpeakf 
of the glory of thy Kingdome, and ta{ke of thy 
Povers to make known to men bis mighty afls 

the aloriow majeſty of bis Kingdome; 
marke:you here , the Saints ſhall ipeake 
of the maieſty, of his Kingdome, and 
ſhall make known the glory of it to the 
ſons of men, and why fo? Becauſe they 
area ble to give a true relation of it; 
they have been in the Kingdome, and 
can ſ5eak experimentally of that King- 
dome: note by the way, who are the 
likelie{t men to make known the King- 
dome of God to others, Univerlity 
en, 
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men, or Saints; the Scripture faith, the 
Saints ſhall doe it, for to them jr is gi- 
yen to know the myſteries of the King» 
dume;they bave been in the Kingdome, 
others parhaps have heard of the King- 
dome, and\o can ſpeak fomthing by 
hear-ſay; but the Saints they ty, Jo 
in the Kingdome, and the Kingdome 
in them, and they can ſpeake experi- 
mentally of the grace and peace of it, 
and of the glory of it too ing meaſure; 
a wondertull deluſion, that poor igno- 
rant creatures ſhould imagine that hu- 
mane arts, the wiſdome of the fleſh, 
ſhould be able ro unfold the Kingdome 
of God unto them, or to preach the e- 
verlaſting Goſpel, which is called the 
word of the Kingdome; no,no,it's pro» 
r to Saints onely to doe it, who alone 
wk by the light. of this Law in the 
Spirit, been delivered into this King» 
dome of righteouſnes peace , and 
joy; others may ſpeak and talke rudely 
of it, but alas they know not what it 
is, they never did ſo much as {ee into. 
the glory of it, never had ſo much asa 
pee-phole opened to fee one glimpſe of 
that light, of that grace, oli glory; 


be 


Jobn 3. 3. Except a man be born from above 
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he cannot ſo much as ſee into the Kings 
dome of God; bat Saints are delivered 
into this Kingdome in a meaſure by this 
law in the Spirit : beloved it's the pro- 
perty of this light of God, to gather up 
ſouls into it ſelte: The Kingdome of 
Heaven is a Kingdome of light, and in 
the light of Heaven,which is God , who 
is light,we ſhall fee light and enjoy that 
light: the light of this Law is a tran(- 
forming light, I (ſaith Chriſt) am come 
alight into the world, be that believeth on me 
ſhall not abide in darkneſſe, Fobn 12. 4.6.and 
, we all with one face bebolding as in a glaſſe, 
tbe glory of the Lord, are. changed inte the 
ſame image, or likenefſe: that as we bave 
borne the tmage of the earthly, ſo now we 94 
bear the image of the beavenly, being delive- 
red out of that Kingdome of darkneſſe, into'tbe 
Kingdome of bis dear Son, which is a King- 
dome of light, light being ſown for 
the righteous, and gladnes for the uf- 
right in heart. 
4. Souls delivered into, or partici- 
ating of this law of light, are able in 
this light to judge of things that differ; 
Light is that which makes true diſco- 
veries of things in their colours; dark- 
neſſe either wholly hides the g_— 
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of a thing, or elſe preſents it at the beſt 
as in a falſe glafſe;bue light is that which 
makes all things manifeſt; ſo this lighe 
in the Spirit, expels that darkne- with- 
in, by which theunderftandins was £j- 
ther wholly blinded, or elſe had things 
preſented in - another ſhape then what 
they are in themſelves; but now the 
new man in this light is able to judge 
according to the mealure of light recei- 
ved; it now no longer cals evil good, 
and good evil; it puts not light for 
darknes, and darknes for light; it cals 
not every thing good, though it ſees 
God working good our of every thing, 
it ſees and is able to ſay, that that which 
is born of the fleſÞ is fleſh, and 1hat which zs 
born of the Spirit Spirit, it juſtiteth not 
the wicked thing, nor taketh away the 
righteouſneſſe of the righteous from 
him; ina word, the foul in whom this 
glorious light of God is maniteſt, is a- 
ble in a meaſbre, to judge between fleſh 
and ſpirit, fancy and reality, ſhadow 
and ſubſtance , form and power , 
notions and true . diſcoveries , de- 
luſtons and true enjoyments 3 The 
SPIRITUALL MAN judgeth af 


. things , yet bee bimſelfe is judyed of no man : 


that 
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that is according to the meaſure of light 
received he judgech; riot but thac it is 
poihble for a ſpirituall man, who is in 
part renewed,to be under a temptation; 
a cloude of darknes for a time, al- 
though che Sun be there, yet that dark 
and black cloude prevents the ſhining 
of it; But unto you that fear my nam? ſball the 
Sun of righteoujneſſe ariſe with bealing in bis 
winys; the winde of the Spiric ſhall diſ- 
perſe thoſe clouds and miſts, of thick 
darkneſſe, and the glorious light ſhall 
againappzar,to the chearing and com- 
forting of the weary ſoul, cauling the 
thadowes to fly away in bis boly mountain, 
and then theſoul comes againe clearly 
to lee wherein it was miſtaken, and 
then he can ſay with ehe Prophet,: (a 
fooliſh was I and ignorant, Iwss %even 
a beaſt before t5ze : thus light appearing 
they no more juſtify fleth and darkneſle, 
bur juſtify God in every ching; they no 
more lay their cempcacions to laſt and 
tlethlynelle, upon God, but upon thenz= 
{e]Ives; having a true diſcovery made 
within themſelves by the light of this 
Law of the righteoutnes, holines, and 
glory of the Father, they cannot but 
cry out, Holy, boly, boly Lord God Almigh= 

ty 
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hy, Heaven and Earth is filled with '% Yor 
obe, 
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» 
and now they are abaſed with I 
have beard of thee by the beating of the eare,, 
bat now mine eyes have ſeen thee, wherefure I 
abborre my ſelfe in duſt and aſh#5 ; Ob,m 

oved ones, when once the ſoul ha 

ſe.n the Lord, then ic laies downe the 
juſtification of fleſh, then, and never till 
then, it cruly, ic ſavingly abhors it felt, 
layeth it ſelf low, and the Lord alone 
is exalced in that ſoul : when the Pro- 


' phet Tayab had ſeen the Lord, Chap. 6. 


Then, Io is me, I am undone, I am a man of 
foluted lips, for mine eyes have (cen the King, 
even the Lord of boſts; this glorious and 
pure vition of the Almighty within us, 
will be nor only a light diſcovering,but 
a fire burnivg up all things below and 
contrary to it lelfe, 

5. This Light of the Spirit caufeth 
the ſoul to ſee more «xceliency in God 
in Heaven, in ſpiricuall things, then in 
all other things in the world belides; 
nay, it now ſees all other things below 
to be but dung and drofſe in comperi- 
ſon of Chriſt; when men of the earth 
are taken up wich earthly cxcellencies, 
this ſoul can ſay, Lord lift up tbe light of 
thy countenance upon nie, that's light will 


fill 
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hl mewich more joy, then thoſe _ 


corne and wine and oyle abounds; the ſoule 
ſees a goodnes, a lovelines in God, in 
Chriſt, in the Spirit, by way of excel- 
Tency; ir doth not only fay that God is 
good, but he is moſt good,bis love is bet- 
ter then wine, better then life; his conn- 
tenance cauſeth more Joy then corn and 
wine and oyle; Oh this is ſweet , when 
experimentally enjoyed ! then the foule 
can ſay, Thy word is (weet unto my mouth, 
yea, ſweeter then bony to my taſt, ſweeter 
then bony and the bony comb, better then 
thouſands of gold and filver; now the ſoule 
eyes to worldly and fleſhly excellcncies, 
as it iS gathered up more and more in- 
to the glorious excellency of the Spi- 
rit; it hath a propriety in God by way 
of excellency, and hence it comes to 
paſs that no propriety below this, with- 
out this, is of any value to a renew- 
ed, a changed minde. | 
6. This Lawſof light, cauſeth thoſe, 
inwhom it is according the meaſure of 
its manifeſtation, to fee God in every 
thing, to ſee him and enjoy communi- 
on with him in all conditions, and this 
i:a ſweet diſcovery, a heavenly light, 
which produceth a heavenly lite;w = 
ene 


= 8 
—_— - 
_— 
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the ſoul ſees & enjoyes God in all things;when 
it ſees God to ye, as it were, at the bottom of 
every creature,of every mercy , ſees him to be 
the life,the fountain,the glory of all; ſtreaming 
light,love & communion to tbe ſoul through al: 
now it can [ay, God i4 to me the life”, the pow- 
er,the excellency of creatures,by which T live, 
and ſo T live not by bread only, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of Gods 
it ſees a ftream of life and power from the F 4« 
ther in the uſe of them; it now in that light, 
ſees G:d in wicked mens aftings to them, ſees 
bim in every diſpen/ation,whertber more pleg< 
fng,or mire frowning, to a fleſbly apprebenſi< 
on, whether it be in proſperity or adverſity, in 
priſon or liber ty, poverty or riches, in light or 
darknes, it can ſay truly,God is good to Ijrael, 
to ſuch as are upright in heart; & all thinss 
{bal work together for good to ſuch as love God. 
7+ This Law of light, cauſeth the ſoul got on- 
ly to ſee God in all things; bur it preſents naatter 
of rejoycing in all condicions; ſouls thus enlighr- 
ned, can ſing in priſon, enjoying communion 
with Godzthere they can fee it ro be good, being 
where their Father will have them tro bez much 
more where they enjoy the preſence of their Fa- 
ther manifeſting love & grace to them &in them. 
8:They living in this light,ſecing al condirions 
to be good, through the appearance of the gord 
God in it, can now ſee and fay, thar it's not the 
leaſt part of their happineſſe while they are 


here, to live fally and compleatly in the wiyl 
CG of 
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of their F ather;Oh, faith the ſoul;rhat! 
could atrain to this, buic to live ſatisfhs 
edly and contenitedly in the will & 
God, whata tranſcendent excellency 
dath the enlightned ſoul ſee in this one 
thing! how would this quiet and f- 
lence all fleſhly and carnall rilings, dis 
{likings,and quarrelings againſt the dis 
vine - at are it can ſay, Good 
the Word of the Lord, and good & the 
will of the Lord, and good is this condi- 
tion to me, becanſe its my Fathers 
o01 pleaſure fo to have it, who knows 

| what is good for me; an excellent 
diſcovery, but more excellent, when-ll+ 
ving in, the power, in the glory of it. 
9. This Law of light diſcovers che 
vanity and folly of all feſhly wiſdome 
in the chings of God; this Law of light 
makes that foul truly ſenfible in whom 
its manifeſt, of the difference betweene 
the wiſdome of the firit and ſecond 4+ 
dam, and ſo that word is fulfilled in 
him; ifany man will be wile, let him 
be a fool that he may be wiſe; he ſhall 
Bea fool ( that is) made truly ſenſible 
of the folly of all fleſhly wiſdome; the 
inſufhciency of the light of nature and 
widdome of the fleſh ro attain the 
knowledge 
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knowledge of God, or the things of 
God, For in bim ave bid all the treaſures 
wiſdome and knowledge,and its a gitr of che 
$piric, to thoſe whole eyes are enlight- 
nedto ſec into this rayltery; To you its 
given to know the myſtery , or {ecrets, of the 
Kingdome, whe ics hid from others; 
they are — to it, though never 
ſo much induced witch fleſhly wiſ- 
dome. ' 

10, And finally, This Law of life 
is a light and lamp wnto the feet and paths 
ofthoſe in whom its manifeſt, to lead 
and dire@ them into its waies;it is that 
yoyce behind them ſaying, This is- the 
way walke in it; when they turn to the 
right or left hand, ic's that light which 
guides ,them into all their under- 
takings whether civil or ſpirituall ; it 
is their great comforter, without 
whole direftion they cannot comfor» 
rably a&t in any of their undertakings; 
in a word, it's that Spiric of light and 
life that occalions motion & ation ſu- 
table to its owne nature, and ſets the 
ſoule upon that worke which is higher 
then-ic ſelfe; that way which is a way 
of light and truth. 

Thus the Law in the Spirit, is a Law 
C 2 > n_ 
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of light, giving underſtanding unto the 
fimple, enlighcning the minde, it is the 
true light that Tighteneth the dark- 
neſſeof every Sunne and daughter of 


Chap. II. 


Shewing nine falſe Lights, flowing 
from the Law in the fleſh. 


B* T there is afalſe Light, as well as 
a true Light; there is a Law in the 
fleſh, as well as in the Spirit; although 
its true that all falſe Light is indeed 
darknes, though men call it light, If the 
light tb at z in thee be darkneſſe, bow great is 
tbat darkneſſe! therefore I ſhal ſpeak ſom- 
thing by way of diſcovery of this prin- 
ciple, this power of darknefſe, under 
the nominall tearme of light; this falſe 
Chriſt, or cathier this Antichriſt; which 
if it were poſſible, would d.ceive the ve- 
ry ele&. : ) 

Now this falſe light, or rather delq- 
lion of this law in the fleſh, maybe con- 
lidered under theſe following confidera- 
tions, 


| ——— 


Firſt 


the 
the 
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Firſt falſe light. 

1. It preſents low, carnall and fleſh- 
ly excellencie$ unto the creature, as its 
chiefeſt good; it gives a falſe repreſenta- 
tion of things; it cals evil good, and 

good evill;it puts light for darknes, 
and darknes for light; it judgeth ſweet- 
nes to be bitter, and bitter to be ſweet, 
and thas it repreſcnts the worſt things 
vith the greateſt excellency ; in more 
particular, | 
Firſt, it diſcovers not finne and fleſh- 
ly motions, and fleſhly aRings as the 
greateſt evil, but as the = good; 
thus the ſoule is deluded with a falſe 
light, when it looks upon the deeds of 
darknes as deeds of pleaſure, and the 
waies and paths of darknes, to be waies 
and paths of pleaſantnes and peace, and 
thus it becomes a pleaſure and paſtime 
to a fool to commit folly; this is the 
univerſall ſpirit of Satan, and law of 
darknes that rules in the world, even in 
the.hearts of the children of diſobedi- 
ence; ſo that in a word,the worlds way 
is a way of darknes, andthey delight 
to have it ſo» 
Its true, ſometimes they hear of 
Chriſt anFgrace by the hearing of che 
C3 ear 
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eare: but the uſe they make of it; 


through the deceivablenes of this falſe 
gnd dark light, - is to finne the more 
freely,' to give up themſelues to the ſer» 
vice of the fleſh, with the leſs trouble; 
thus are the moſt, the greateſt part of 
the world blinded to their own ruine, 
aud yet think they ſec. 
Second falſe light. 

Secondly, this Law in the fleſh preg 
ſents the world as an excellent thing, 
as the chieteſt good to many a ſoul,who 
will ſhew us any good, ſaith the world- 
ly creature, who thinks the world beſt; 
henee it is ſo many, and that under the 
form and notion of godlines to, hunt 
ſo earneſtly after worldly honors, pro- 
fits,pleaſiuces;doe not ſuch through that 
\ falſe glaſs that thus repreſents things, 
apprehend the chiefeſt good, the chief- 
eſt exellency to be in the world; when 
alas, thoſe poor deluded ſouls ſee no 
excollency, no preciouſnes in God the 
faantain, it forſakes him and runs to 
ſtreams; not but that every creature of 
God is good, the ſoule beholding and 
enjoying the good God in it: but without 
God there is noting geod, no man good, 7:0 
creature goadgnothing good,God the good + 
nes 
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nes of all things unto an cnlightened, 
renewed minde; now this love of the 
world, and being raken up with, and 
living in the worlds excellcncie, the 
worlds glory, is,not only the finne,and 
will be the ſhame of mgn of the earth, 
who have their portion in this life; 
bat ics a temptation that lights man 
times very heavy upon thoſe who are 
Chriſtians, Saints indeed; Chriſthim- 
ſeife was ſet upon by this temptation; 
and | believe Chriſtians, who haye ex- 
perience within themſelves of that 
ne bicth which is from above, walk- 
ing the way of true holinefſe, can bear 
witnes to thigtruth; amongſt a]l their 
ery tryalsand temptations this is one 
to imbrace this preſent evil world, not evi 
in it ſelfe, but evill to him, who hath 
an Evil begrt to depart from the living God, 
making the world its dead Idol; this js 
that with which the world is over- 
come : mad they are in the jimbracing 
the honours, profits, and pleaſures of 
this preſent world ; this is that whick 
overcomes the heart of many a Jydas; 
what will ye give me; of many a Demas, 
who after much profeſſion, forlake the 
Lord, imbracing t9js preſent wor}dz be yee 
C 4 therefore 
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therefore watchful, for your adverſary 
theDevil gocth about night & day,like | 
roaring Lion, ſeeking who he may devour; 
& one of his greateſt temptations & des 
Jufions is the preſenting to your under. 
ſtandings the glory of this world; al- 
though its true, he falſly repreſents it 
too, for he preſents ic glorious in it 
ſelfe, to the Cocks of the ſoule, but 
never preſents God, who is the quinteſ- 
ſence, the excellency and the glory of 
all chings, without whom there is no- 
thing glorious, nothing excellent, no- 
thing truly ſatisfaftory or lovely; this 
is the ſecond falſeor deceivable light, 
preſenting things which are indeed 


good without him,who is the goodneſſe 


of them. 
Third falſe light. 

Thirdly, If God make ſome diſcove- 
ries of linne to the naturall conſcience, 
it being convinced of iin, waded under 
the apprehenſions of it ; this falſe Jaw 
in the fle(bythe ſpirit of Satan and dark- 
neſſe,if poſhible he can,enſnares the ſoul 
under one of theſe miſ-prefenrations. 

Eicher 1. That notwithltanding there 
is ſuch a diſcovery made of fin, yet it is 
not ſa bad as is preſented at preſent,and 

there 
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there he preſents the fleſhly ſweetneſſe 
and pleaſure of ir, hurryes on the crea- 
ture into the molt delightfull morions 
and aftings of it ; that foby the ſweet- 
nefſe and pleaſure of ſinne to fleſh, che 
troubled thoughts of {inne might be ex- 

Id. 
þ Burt 2. If this will not doe,the breath 
of the Lord kindles, not onely new di. 
ſcoveries, but fiery flames, then the beſt 
way is, with Adam, to hide himſelfe, if 
not with Fudas, to hang it (elfe; an un- 
likely way to be delivered from fiery 
flames , though many ſoules are thus 
deluded bythar lying ſpirit withinthem. 

3. Bur if this will not prevaile, then 
it will ſet the creature on worke, with 
Adam, to make clothes to cover it ſelfe 
withall, although ic be but figge leaves; 
that is, it will preſent unto the ſoule 
ſome creature righteouſnefle and refor- 
mation,ſome forme of godlinefſe with- 
out the power, as light and life enoagh 
to deliver the ſoule out of this conditi-» 
on; it cloths the creature with a righ- 
reouſneſſe of its owne ſetting up re» 
formations, humiliations, prayers, 
reares, preaching, hearing in the roome 
of Chriſt, and the fſpiric 3 like unto 
Epbraim 
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Epbraim and 7adab, Hol. 5. 13- w 
they ſaw their lacknefſe, finne Kh 
wound, then they went to the 4ſhriaz 
for helpe, but he could nat helpe them 
and if they are qa, that is fallly and 
unſoundly cared, it proves their ruing 
for they become ſeven times more thg 
children of hel and darknefſe then be. 
fore:thus this law of fleſh will through 
its deceivablenes, gather up the ſoul jn+ 
to fleſhly forms, things ſutable to ir 
ſelfe, miſtaking Chriſt and the ſpirit of 
truth;(aying,this is Chriſt, thus tranſ- 
forming bimſelfintoan Angel of light, 
to deceive ſouls; but thoſe who are in- 
deed riſen with Chriſt, ſeeke things above, 
of a higher nature:& if they at any time 
aft in formes, it is not the farme that 
ſatisfyeth them, but Chriſt who is the 
ſubſtance. ' 

Fourth falſe liybt. 

But Fourthly, When the fonle comes 
to ſee that there is yet ſomething aboye 
all formes and flcſhly grounds of com- 
fort ; When it comes to be truly infor- 
med, or at leaſt to get a notion that 
there js a law in the ſpirit, an internall, 
an inviſible law which js indeed the true 
light and guide of all the Chrittians a- 


&ings: 
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ings: This law in the fleſh, or this 
fox darknefle, which is Angichrift, 
workingin the higheſt myſtery of ini 
FM; F quity and unrighteouſneſle, will be here 
and working to the purpoſe too, & he hath 
Nez | here ſeverall deceirs under the pretence 
the Þ of light: 
XN Firſt, In the throwing downe of all 
Sh | workes of holinefſe and viſible demon- 
Ns | frations of picty, under the pretence of 
it | amore ſpicituall enjoyment: Whereas 
ft | beforeit lived in theſe, now it throwes 
- | off all theſe asa thing of nought, as 
23 watchings over and reprovings for fin, 
righteous and in-offenſtive walkings, 
» f love to thebrethren, ſpirituall commu- 
* | nications of what the ſoule enjoyes, 
, meeknefle, patience, prayer, &c. which 
are all fruits of the ſpirit : this is now 
all deſtroyed as a thing of nought, by 
this Iaw in the fleſh ; and this falſe lighe 
is that with which theSaints themſelves 
are ſometimes tempted : but the light 
of God, the law in theſpirit, diſcovers 
| itandexpels it, andic lets the ſouleto 
ſee that holinefle is becoming the Houſe 
of theLord for ever. 
Secondly , This fpirit of deluſion 
workes the minde into an carthly, nr 
nall, 
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nall, diftempered temper, fling it with 
pride, high-conceitednefſe of its owne 
excellency, paſton and peeviſhneſſe of 
ſpirit, carnall and earchly minded. 
neſſe, with a contentednefle in this con 
dition,becauſe the creature is informed, 
that its ſtitable to this high diſcove 
of God, which is indeed but a fal 
ſuggeſtion of the ſpirit of deluſion; to 
this purpoſe Fames minds this excellent 
word, James 3. 14. cnet yee bave bitter 
envyings and ſtrife in your bearts, glory not, 
lye not againſt the truth. This wiſedome 
comes not from above, bur is earthly, 
ſenſuall and deviliſh; that wiſedome 
which lJeades men into a ſpirituall car- 
nalnefſe, Iooſenefſe and liberty, into 
pride, paſſion and peeviſhnefſe, is not 
from above , but from the bottomleſſe 
pit: this likewiſe fls the converſation 
with an externall appearance of light- 
nefſe and vanity, unprofitablenefſe and 
pride, fleighting all others who are not 
inthe ſame temper with them. 
Thirdly, This fpicit of deluſion, this 
mygery of iniquity.never Icaves, if poſ- 
bly he can accompliſh it, till he works 
the poore creature to aad into its firlt 
ſtation, not onely tothe owning in 
judgement, 
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ement, bat to the _ of all 
ofenefſe and licenciouſnefle, and that 
too under pretence of being taught by 
the ſpirit : the ſpirir it is indeed,but its 
the ſpirit of darknefſe and not cf light. 
Now the ſoule comes, as it ſaith, in this 
very # darke and deſtroying light, to ſee that 
falle fall things are alike to God, that there 
; OF jsno ſinne, but all atings are Gods, or 
left} in his power, therefore all is good. 
iter 3 There now in the eftcem of ſuch, to1ye, 
nt, F fteale, be drunke, commit adultery, and 
the like, is all good to ſuch a creature, 
and that God is now throwing his peo» 
ne 7 ple out of all formes of righteouineſle, 
r- | as well as out of formes of worlkip. 


fo Thus this man of ynne working, de- 
Xo ceiving, ruining, laycs all upon God, 
G and the holy and pure ſpiric muit beare 
N all the blame and ſhame ot this filthy 
b ſpirits working, when the truth is.God 
can as ſoone throw downe himſclte, as 


throw righteouſnefſe and holineffe out 
of his pcoplez and this thoſe who are 
} taught of God, in whom the light of 
the ſpirit is maniteſt, can beare witnclle 
unto: although its trae,there is none of 
all theſe temptations,vut theSaints have 
had ſome experience , ſome trials from 
the 
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the Prince'and power of darknefle, by 
which means they are the better enabled 
to ſpeake and write in the diſcovery of 
ir. 

I deny not in any caſe the gloriow 
diſpenſation of that law in the fpiric;iti 
a more fall diſcovery of that law I wait 
for, that ſo there might be a more full 
conformity both within and without 

unto it. 

Yet it is that I have ſaid often, and 
muſt now ſpeake it againe, that irs ſuch 
a law, ſach a diſcovery, as in it all cars 
nall ones and hypocrites ſhall be left be« 
hindein it; the one below it, ſtill o 
poſing, living upon ſomething of flelhy 
the other in the notion of it only, run- 
ning beyond ir, and ſo with the dopre, re- 
turning to bix vomit, and the ſow that was 
waſht , to ber wallowing againe in tbe mire: 
This is indeed the narrow and ſtrait 
gate and way of life, few there be that 
hide ir. 

But ſome perhaps may hereby objeR, 
and ſay ; Sir, What you ſay ſeemes to ſavour 
of the fleſh, of a low, darkened and enflaved 
fpirit, and is indeed Barbariſme td a ſoule: In 
lightneſſe we know that all things are gaod,and 
that which you call ſinne is good, and all moti« 
ons 


= _ = I' 


3 te. Hi. - i ws At 


to all the Szints. 3T 
vhs anid porkes are alike good : from whence 
comes fin? doth not it comte from God? is there 
#ny power beſides God, of that which is ordai- 
wed b dim? anil therefore are not all things 
and ations alike good? x 
Ian{wer, Firft, It is true, there is no 
power but is of God,yet there are thoſe 
who in that power a things which the 
Molt High hath ſentenced with death; 
and not only the things, but thoſe who 
prattiſe them: & that not only in Scri- 
pture; where we tinde this truth in the 
Saints experience ; I proteſt, ſaith Paxl,by 
my rejoycing in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord I dye 
daily ; and this ſpirituall death , which 


- many are ignorant of, was, and is one 


great part of the myſtery of the Crofle 
of Chriſt within us: this likewiſe is the 
experience of thoſe who live in light ; 
they have received the ſentence of death 
within them ; 1 meane, the death of (in 
and fleth ; and for this they waite till ir 
be accompliſhed. 

Againe,although all things had their 
firſt riſe and being from him, and {till 
ſubliſt by him, yet the corruption of 
thoſe things flowes from it ſelf, and not 
from him : and belides, God hath ſer 
up two creations, two Adams, the _=_ 

ter 
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| afterthe flcſh, the other after the ſpirig Þ 
the one being but a figure of the other; N +. 
tbe one is of the eartb,cartbly; the ſecond is the 
Lord from heaven; In the one, to X 


himſelte a juſt God, in ſentencing a 
condemning all finne and fleſh, becau 
in that ficlt creation after the fleſh, ſinne 
and fleſh workcs : 1n the ſecond, declas 
ring himſelf not only a God ſentencing 
linge and fleſh,buc likewiſe a God of pu» 
rity and holinelſe; fuch a one with 
whom the throne of iniquity can have 
no fellowſhip: and this 1 am ure is the 
Saints experience; nothing eclypſcs the 
glorious enjoyment buc wars and fight» 
ings within them fram luſts. 

What need w2 make jo much of ſinne? God 
bs good, and be ſceth no iniquity in bis peopte? 

Its true, Gud feeth, that is, ſuffereth 
no travell againſt, nor iniquicy in his 


people to hurt chem, to ſeparate them | 


from bim :; bur it is as true, that thoſe 
why have this teſtimony within them- 
ſelves, cannot ſee fin and fleth working 
in themſelves with delight and pleaſure; 
Svall we finns becauſe grace abounds? God for* 
bid! How ſhall we, who are dead to lin, 
corinue attly longer therein? 
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BY Fifth falſe Light. 
» Fifthly, I might come to vigions and 
pane too, me here Anti=- 
t, this myltery of iniquity,appeare 
ſkewiſle, for he Lich. wich Faves 
and lying wonders, God giving up men 
ſtrong delufions to believe a lye:Not 
[ am again viſions or revelations 
from God, but the working of Satan' 
will be in lying vifions and wonders, 
fling the fancy with toyes and fleſhly 
exaltations : The diſcoveries and reve- 
htions of God are revelations full of 
light, power and truth, tending to the 
dethroning of fleſh,and the exalting of 
God, drawes up the foule into a more 
ſpirituall conformity to, and commu- 
nion wich God; it doth not occafion 
felhly exaltations, likeunto the man 
of finne, who exalts himſelfe above all 


Fthatis called God, ſaying, TamCbriſt, 


and ſo deceives many z bur I palfe this 
at preſent. 
Sixth falie Light, 

Sixthly, I thall deſcenil downwards 
waine to ſome further diſcoveries, 
though more fleſbly ; this falſe lighr 


-Ipreſents a univerſall will and power in 


al men, to accept and receive grace 
« D from 


\ 
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from God, that one man might obt; 
'mercy.g well as another, all having 
like pWer, or at leaſt power enc 
to receive grace ; that faith-is but an! 
of reaſon, and they are unreaſoy 
men that doe not believeznot kn 
that it is not of him thar willeth, 
of him that runneth, but of God that 
ſheweth mercy ; not knowing that it 
be that worketb to will and to doe of bis gud * 
pleaſure'; nor experiencing that might 
power of God in thoſe who believe, wff 
giving all glory to God ; but rathaf 
laying the ttrefſe of all upon the cres 
ture, gives all ro the creature 3 whertsy 
fouls rightly taught by that ſpirit 
light, ſee al , not onely love and grace, 
bur wil and power, flowing from thatY*: 
fountaine. And h:nce ic is, that 8 
ſtreames flowing from the fountain, re-l 
turne thither againe, ſo thoſe who tru 
ly live in grace, returne al to that foun» 
taine of grace ; I am nothing, I can doe 
nothing, al lowes from that fountain: 
= the Lord alone is exalted in that 
{oule. 
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Seventh falſe Light. *' 
Seventhly, This falſe light preſents} 
Godto the underitanding to be but 8 
piece 
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:piece of reaſon,and fo, that there is in- 
no God,but reaſon rules al things 
and upholds al chings; queſtioning, i 
nable pe <cnying the naming of GOD; 
I ſhal not queſtion, but that 
# ſome may do it through curioſity,find- 
ing ſome new or niſe tearme for fingu- 
t inf} | Jacitics ſake through ſome temptation, 
veel yet minding the ſame thing ; whereas 
of the diſcoveries of God are plaine and 
- ff familiar co his creatures: Hence the 
the wiſedome of the Goſpel is called the 
res fimplicity of the Goſpel, though a my- 


. 
: 


rees 
rea} fry in ic ſelfe, and indeed farre above 
- off the reach of reaſon, I meane the reaſon 
ac} of thenatural man, of the firit Adam, 
tha» which is of the earth, earthly : Thus from 
- af thenotion of high myſtery , wee fal 
re-# downe under the loweſt part of the 
rf creation of the inviſible God, by our 
a2n.f reaſon in the creation, to judge of God 
doe ..to be but reaſon , who is indeed the 
in} fountaine, the Creator of reaſon, and 
_ , of che whole Creation. 

Eighth falſe Light. 

' Eighthly, From hence creatures 
ats} come to conclude at laſt,that the whole 
- aff creation is God; that God is al things, 
0 .and that al things is God ; that the 

| D 32 creation 


creation is but God broaght forth inty 
forme, and that” this forme or body's 
Gods (hall again become invilible, and 
as ac firſt;ſo at laſt there ſhal be nothing 
bur God, no Saints, no happineſle, ny 
glory, no miſery,but all things return» 
ing into that one thing,God,not ſeeing 
God by his power bringing forth 7 
creation, that is, not himſelfe to ſerve 
his plcafure, an old creation on which 
he will manife(t his juſtice; a new crea- 
tion on which he will make knowne 
his , grace an4 glory, glorifying ſome 
with himifelte which are not himſelfe, 
though one with himſelt,and fo as him- 
ſelfe partakers of the ſame light, life 
and glory ; ſo that although God crea» 


ted all things, yet he is nothing of all 


thoſe things, yet the life and glory of 
them ; he is the Creator, they but the 

creatures, Ninth falſe Light. 
Ninthly, And in concluſion, ſome in 
this falſe light come to conclude, that 
there is no God at all, nothing but the 
God of nature, or nature which is God; 
that all things come by ntture, and are 
upheld by nature; and ſo at laſt turn A- 
thei{ts, and here ends all religion ; and 
Thus the ſcole bath ſaid in bis beart, nay, he 
15 
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4s not now aſhamed.-to ſay wich his 
- tongue, that there is no God,noheaven,no 


hel, no good, no bad, but all is of na- 


ture : now nature may take its wil, its 


fil of pleaſure , for what it lafſts/ic may 
have, there being no God, no law unto 
it or above it, nothing but that law of 
nature which a&ts ic ſelf in its own pow» 
er, in its owne liberty. 
Thus(dear Chriitian ) have I,though 
with ſome difficulty, tract, 'and:with 
much brevity diſcovered this falſe and 
deceivable man of finne, that is now a- - 
Ring, now deceiving,it it were poſhble, 


* the very ele 3; not doubting but / that 


thoſe anointings which are in you, will 
teach you in whom it. is in trath, and 
keep you untill the day of bis appearing. 


Chap. ITI. 
Of the liberty of the law in the 


ſpirit. 


A? the law in the ſpirit is a Iaw of 
light, ſo likewiſe is the law of li- 
berty a law which produceth much free- 
_ domof (ſpirit where it is in trath: this 
+ the Prophet David knew by —_—_— 

3 when 


2 
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when he prayed, Pſal, 50. Reſtore to we 
the joy of thy ſalvation, and ftabliſh me with 
thy free ſpirit : Its a free fpirit; For, 

I. Its frecly given. ja 

2. Its a ſpirit working freedom and 
liberty where ic is received: This ſpirit 
of freedom, as its a law of liberty, de» 
livers thoſe in whom it is,from al their 
enemies, from al their bondage and 


ivity. 

"Firſt, Ic ſets them at liberty from fin 
and Satan ; I joyne them together, be- 
cauſe finne is Satans worke, and al na« 
tural men are ſervants and ſlaves to 
both ; ſervants to Satan,en(laved to his 
wil; ſervants to finne, willingly doing 
his worke; for his ſervants you are 
whom you obey, whether it be of finne 
unto death, or of obedience unto righ- 

teouſneſle. | 
Now this law in the ſpirit, which is 
Chriſt iz you the bope of glory, delivers ſouls 
from this captivity ; from that captivi- 
P4 to {in in the conſcience, which flowes 
rom the enlightning power of this 
Jaw , which doth not only make ſoules 
ſenſible of ſinne, but workes likewiſe a 
deliverance from ſinne, and fo ſets the 
foule at liberty from that bondage, in 
taking 
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away the guilt, the fling of 
which is finne : This law diico- 
yering love, brings home that grace and 
don, and feales up the ſoule til the 
day of redemption, the day of its com- 
eat deliverance: And then, 

Secondly, It ſers the foule at liberty 
from the love and affe&ation, of tinne ; 
for naturally the very affetions of love 
and joy are captivated and enſlaved to 
baſe, fleſhly and carnal laſts : now this 
ſpirit of liberty ſets the ſoule free in ics 
affeFions,through its-light diſcovering 
the evil nature of finne,and ſo its power 
in delivering the ſoule from the love of 
jt. Believe it, Friends,this is the light 
and liberty of the ſpiric, it colightens 
ſoules to ſee the evil of finne,and where 
its a light enlightening, there its a law 
of liberty, ſetting free from the guilt, 
free from the love and affe&ation of 
linne. 

Thirdly, It workes a liberty likewiſe 
from tinne in the converſation ; How, 
ſaich the Apoſtle, Rom. 5. 2. ſhall we who 
are dead to finne live any longer therein? Sin 
fhal nor reigne in the mortal body ; tim 
ſhal not have dominion where this law 
of the ſpirit is in = neither over 


4 the 


the conſcience, the affe&tions-nor con 
yerſation ; this grace of God which 
brings home ſalvation, teacheth to dew 
ungedlineſſe and worldly luſts, to live ſoberh, 
righteouſly and godly in thi preſent world: 
thus this law in the ſpirit is a law of li 
berty from fin, from Satan, whom na- 
tural men ſerve, being taken captive at 
his wil, and that willingly.Its true thar 
ſoules in whom this law of liberty is 


manifeſt, may be taken captive, but its. 


contrary to their mindes, it is their 
burden, ir is their priſon, and they can 
ſay with Paul,O wretched man that I am,who 
ſhall deliver me? And they can ſay like« 
wile through this ſpirit of liberty, 
Thanks be to God through Jeſus Chriſt,though 
in my fleſh T ſerve the law of finne, yet in my 
minde I ſerve the law of God ; And thanks be 
to God who giveth me a vidory through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Secondly, This law workes a liberty 
from the world likewiſe, men natural- 
ly being enſlaved to it, there being ſuch 
a ſucableneſſe unto it in the mindes 
of men : The fiſt man being 
of 


oUQ 
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,  coulthegdns. 
of the earth, earthly : this firſt man 


lookes after nothing, delights in no- 
thing , becaaſe ic apprehends nothing 
above its creation ; but ſoules borne 
from a bone by this ſpirit of liberty, 
For that which is borne of the fleſb is fleſs, 
and that which is borne - of the ſpirit is 
Pirit; being created after the image of bim 
that created them, in rigbteouſneſſe and true 
bolineſſe 5 that 4s they bave borne the image 
. of the earthly, now they beare the image 
of the beavenly z they are made capa- 
ble to apprehend ſpirituall and hea- 
yenly things ; Being riſen with Chriſt , 
| they now ſeebe after things above; things 
of another natnre : and being delive- 
red into the enjoyment of thoſe ſpi- 
rituall and heavenly things , that 
they can ſay , God is mine, Chriſt, 
the Spirit is mine, grace, love glo- 

is mine (all is yours, faith Paul ) 
they can ſay, I am my beloveds , 
and my beloved is mine; now their 
| hearts are taſtcn off from things bes 
low, they have a looſe affeftion un- 
to it 3 they ſee now that nothing 
is good to them, but as they have 
God in it, as they have love and 
grace in it, being ſer at liberty ow 
tac 
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y ; and this is the ſecond &* 
glorious liberty of the Song }* 


* Thirdly, Thoſe in whom this law! 

rty is manifeſt in power , they & } 
at liberty from men,vis. trom being 
ſlaves and ſubjefts unto men. in_ the 
things of God : The trath is, that meg 
thr the power and ſpirit of Antis ' 
chriſt, that ſon of perdition,have a long 
time, out of that pride of heart natas 
rally reſiding in them, gotten into the 
ſeate of Gad, exalting themſelves above 
all that is called God , have become a 
law in the ſpirits of men , ſubje&ing 
and enſlaying them to their owne wils 
and men through their ignorance of 
this law of liberty in the ſpirit , have 
beene, and yet for the moſt part deſire 
to be ſubjefts and (Javes unto them: now 
this (picit of liberty delivers ſouls from 
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this bondage, from this  ſubje&ion to 


the wils of men in the things of God ; 
Tee are bought with a price, be yee not the ſer= 
wants of men, 1 Cor. 7. 23. They now ce 
in this light that they cannot ſerve two 
maſters ; they now in this law of liber- 


ty are dclivered from the fleſhly Jaw, 


into 


Tx 


Fourdh ,This law ſets men at] libe 
Ie other lawes beſides ic (elſes. bi 


from al + 
eth men not'to feare thoſe ";% *y 
a bat kil the body,and cannor kil ; 


we] | 


le; it ceacheth men not to at in > 
Dy ſpiritual duty,under the power of a» 
ny command befides it ſelfe; it ſers fouls 
at liberty from being ſubje& to ordi- 
nances z yet makes the ſouJe able, in 
whor it is in a meaſure,to ſay with the 
Apoſtle, Though all things be lawfull ta me,, 
Jet 1 will not be hrought under the ag a= 
thing ; that is, of any thing be 
this law of liberty in the ſpirit. 
Ob. This ſcems ts be a dodtrine of liberty in- 
deed, and may be an occaſion of liberty to the 


A.Firſt Although it ſeem to be'a do- 
Arine of fleſhly liberty, in the eye of a 
carnal and fleſhly minde, yet to a ſpirir- 
tual Chriſtian there is no ſuch things 
and indeed it argues, that thoſe who 
ſhal fo thinke, have but little , if aty 
knowledge at al, of the light, liberty 
__ power of this law : The Apoftle, 

.1.ſaith, Stand faſt i in tbat liberty witb 
iowa Chriſt bath made ycu free, and be not. 
entangled; 
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entangled with any yoke of . bondage : Y& 
verſ. 13. Uſe not your liberty as an occafiog 
to the fleſb. And I fay farther, that this 
Jaw in the ſpirit teacheth men topar F 
on a converſation ſutable to it ſelfe ; it 
rteacheth men to deny ev. nag 5" and 
worldly luſts ; and theretore theſe men 
are much miſtaken who thinke thatit 
will teach men to be ungodly. 

Secondly,lIts true that men of the fleſh 
may abuſe this heavenly law in gerting 
a notion of it, and ſo inſtead of a ſpiri- 
taal, get into a carnal liberty;but mens 
abuſe of things through ignorance, de- 
rogates nothing from the excellency of 
that truth ; this I am ſure is a moſt ex- 
cellent ſoule-ſatisfying truth , being 
knowne in power; this liberty from al 
* other lawes, befides this law of liberty, 

this law of life; well might the Apoftle 

Fames ſay, Whoſoever looks into this perfefi 

law of liberty, and continues therein, ſhall be 

bleſſed in bis deed, Fam. 1. 25. 

Thirdly, As this law delivers ſoules 
out of bondage, ſo it delivers into its 
owneglory; as it brings ſonles out of 
bondage & darknes, fo it delivers them 
Into the Kingdom of his dear Son, into 
the glorious liberty of the Sons of God. 

But 


+ 
Bi 
Ne 

a 
tl 
b 


"#0 all the Saints. © 4s © 
But becauſe I have occalionally mentio» 
ned this deliverance from bondage into 


aglorious liberty, in ſome other Trea- 


"tile, I have beene, and ſhall be che more 


brizfe in this. 

Onely note this particular, they are 
delivered into the liberry of ſons: now 
whacr this liberty of ſons is, I ſhall mind 
in ſome few particulars. ; 

Firft,A liberty to know their Father, 
No man knowes the Father but the Sonne, and 
thoſe to whom the Fon reveals bim; they have 
a liberty to know his love, his grace, 


- his goodnetle to them. 


Secondly , They have a liberty to 
know his will likewiſe; the Father re- 
veales in the ſpirits of his people his 
will concerning them, his will concern- 
ing thcir jultitication, ſan&ification and 
glory, and ſo makes their calling and 
ele&ion ſure to them, ſeales them up by 
this ſpirit unto the day of redemption; 
he makes knowne his will concerning 
his wayes and aQings to the ſons of 
men ; he doth nothing but he revealeth 
it to bz ſervants the Propbets ; To them it is 
given to know the myſteries of the Kingdome, 
when it is hid from cthers; and thus the 
covenant of grace is made good in the 

ſpirits 
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in their bearts, and they (ball all know me 
the leaſt even to the —_ a xryeb ws 
berty to know their Fathers will, ther 
Fathers love, their Fathers ſecrers. 

Secondly, The liberty of a ſon is to 
abide in the houſe for ever, to be one of 
his fathers family when the ſervanc is 
turned out-of dores. 

So is it with the Sons of God , made 
partakers of this free ſpirit, by which they 
can call God Father, Gal. 4. 6: 

When ſervants who work for wages, 
that is, all formall profeſſors who ſerve 
chat they may ſerve themſelves, ſhall be 
eurned out of the family, out of the 
Kingdome of his dear Son, with their 
wages into the Kingdome of darkneffe: 
When the Son ſhall remaine a Citizen 
of the New Feruſalem, a member of the 
family and houſhold of God, under the 
everlaſting providence, oerfeftion and 

aidance of the Almighty : When all 
| ACER and {laves (hall fee Abrabam, I- 
faac and Jacob, and all the Prophets, and all 
the ſons of God *t downe in the Kingdome of 
beaven at their Fatbers Table, and they them 
ſelves thruſt out of dores,Luk, 13.28. a glo- 
rious word for thoſe who are eſtabliſhed 
with this free ſpirit, Thirdly 


pirits of Chriſtians z Iwil write,my lis 79 
h 
"hi 


C 
} 


'e 
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I Thirdly, Fhe liberry of a ſon is to 
have communion and fellowthip with 


his Farher,in the knowledge of his wil, 


in the enjoyment of his love, in being 


one with his Father ig all his anderta- 
kings: {o is the {pirituall Son made ſo 
by his free {ſpiric, bronght into a ſweee 
communion with the Father, where he 
partakes of love, lives in his will;com- 
municates with theFather in all his un- 
dertakings, takes all his Fathers butt- 
nefſe as his own, and as with the like 
faichſulnefle in ir, when the ſervant he 
works and looks for wages, a hireling 
that looks not ſo much after his ma- 
ters buſinefle as after the reward, and 
that he accounts to be as debt unto him, 
the peny he looke for, he hath it duly 
paid him, r1bough many be called and few cho- 
Jen; when the peny the Son looks for 
is ſtill co be a Son, to have more and 
more communion wich, and conformi-» 
ty to his Farher, thar as the Father ho- 
nours the Son, {o the Son may honour 
the Father, fo as in all things to doe, 
and be in that condition which is ſuta- 
ble to ſuch a calling, and all in the li- 
berty and power ot thar free ſpirit. 
Fourthly, Liberty of che ſon is to 


have 
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have the Fathers -inheritance,to be lod 
of all, when the ſervant ſhall have nos-. 


thing but his wages ; the ſpirituall Son 
ſhal þe made heir, crownd with his Fa» 
thers glory ; although its true, a Son 
when a child, may be a ſervant through 
his minority ; ſo is it with ſons, many 
know not their ſonſhip, Gal.4. 1.Tbe beir 
when be is a child differeth net from a Jervant, 


though be be lord of all 3 But when the fulneſſe. 


of time is come, God ſends forth the ſpirit of 
bis Son into their bearts, by which they call 


God Fatber ; and ſo ite themſelves now 


to be lords of all, beires to all their Fa- 
. thers glory, crownd, not only with the 
titles of Sonnes, but Kings and Princes 
with their Facher,partakers of the ſame 
Kingdome, of the ſame glory,in a mea- 
ſure they have it already, and the tul- 
nefle is reſerved in heaven for them. 
Fifthly, And till this glory be com- 
pleated in them, they have liberty upon 
all occaſions ro have free accelle into 
the preſence of their Father , to make 
known al their wants, al their wrongs; 
free acceſſe to the throne of grace, there 
obtaining mercy and finding grace; a 
a great heJpe, a great comfort in time 
of need; that which the world is igno- 
rant 
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rant of, and goes without, when the 
yers of unbelievers are turned into 
lin, yet the prayers of his people are 
his delight ; a great encouragement to 
the Saints in all their troubles,to make 
knowne their wants to their Father. 
Thus my dear ones have I given you 
abriefc hin of the ſons liberty and ſpi- 
ritual] freedome; if the ſame fpiric 
hints it to your enjoyments,then it wil 
be glorious ; if 'the Son ſhall make you 
free, then are you free indeed , { no 
ſtand fait and be not entangled with a- 


| ny yoke of bondage, for freedome is 
glo 


rious, its glorious in pollcfſion, 
more glorious in expeCtation ; when 
you ſhall be delivered from every thing 
wherein. is but the leaſt appearance of 
bondage, and be compleated in pertc& 
freedome, which will be your glory. 


OO m—_——__ 
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Chap. IV. 


Of falſe Liberty. 


I ſhall now deſcend to ſpeake ſomc= 


thing very briefly of that falſe li- 
Io berry 
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and law in the fleſh, flowing from 
that ſpirit of Antichciſt now reign- 
ing and ruling in the hearrs of the 
children of diſobedience ; for as there 
is a law in the ſpirit, ſo there is a law in | 
the fleſh rebelling againſt this law in the Þ,zs 
minde, and leading captive to the law K; 
of finne, this law or power of darkneſſe 
working in the fleſh, I ſhall diſcover 
briefly under thele following conlide- 
rations: ws 
1. The more common and car- 

nall ſort of people who account them- | 
ſelves Chriſtians too ; they have ali- 
berty, bur its a falſe liberty, a liberty to 
doe evill, to fulnll the luſts of the fleſh, 
and the delires of the fleſhly minde. 

Now this fleſhly liberty in- the hearts 
of the more natarall and carnall mind- I, 
ed, flow from one or both of theſe rwo Ie! 
principles. | 2n; 

Firſt, From a blinde miſ-underſtand= Jer 
ing of the good, of the pleature and fa- Jy 
tizfaſtion thcſoule apprehends in thoſe Ban 
fActhly things ; for alwaics falſe liberty } 
tlowes trom talſelighr, and true libercy ao 
ſucceeds irac lights now the minde be- | gi 
inznaturall, and the light which is in Jy 
it indeed bur fieſhly , and darkneffe it fg 


ſelf: 


m 
: 


n- 
he 
ii 
in 


. 
4 
4 
1 
t 


. To allthe8aintsy, " Fr 
dfe': now in this falle light the ſouſe 
iEjadging,and (o cals evill good,and 
96d evill ; it takes a falſe liberty ſu- 
ero its = ſoul feeing a good, 
wpleaſantneffe, a ſweetneffe, as it jmas» 
ines in finne and the world, in the (er- 
ice of Saran, it takes'ics liberty to — 
in it,a falſe liberty flowing from a falſe 
light, for the aftings of al men are futa- 
to what they ſec;unleff given npro a 
irit of ſumber ſo,as to quench the true 
iſcoveries thac ſometimes God makes 


Fforth to them, and they cannot bue 


owne it 3, therefore all yon carnall Li- 
bercines had need co looke about your 
ſelves, for at preſent you ſeem to be gi- 
ren up to a great judgement, blindnelle 
of minde, not to ſee good when it 
comerh,but to cal evill good,and dark= 
nefſe lighe, to hardnefle of heart, to (in, 
and follow the laſts of the fleſh wich li- 
berty of minde, thinking God to be 
like your {el vs;but he will reprove you, 
anJ1ct your lins in order before you. 

2. Or from a nii{-appreteniion an4 
avplication of Gods gracious love in 
giving Chcift ; hence the nacural crea- 
ture hearing of free mercy, grace and 


love to {inners, drawes.this concluliong' 
| E 2 That 
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That now it may take liberty to | 
the more freely : Why? Becanſe Godf- 

is mercifull,and Chriſt died for finnen, | V 

And thus creatures abuſe mercy, trans 
ling under foot,as much as in then ® 

DT ho grace of God ; a high deluf 

on ; and a body requitall of grace and W 
Jove, to offend grace becauſe it is d: 
to finne becaule God is mercifull : Oh Y 

horrid wickednefſe ! Jbat, (ball we finu 
becauſe grace abounds? God forbid! But thiz et 
falſe liberty in and after the fleſh, will ® 
produce a bad requitall if grace prevent} "! 
not : See Rom. 2. 4,5. Or defpiſeſt thall -® 
- the riches of bis goodneſſe,and forbearance,anl ( 
long- ſuffering, net knowing that the coodneſe} ® 
of God leadeth thee to repentance ; but aftn s 
thine bardneſſe and impenitent heart treaſure d 
vp to thy ſelfe wrath againſt the day of wrath, 
and revelation of the righteons judgement of 
God. 5 
3. Come to the more zealous, and 
their liberry is in the fleſh Hkewilſe, af 
liberty to be ſervants of men; a liberty] 
to ſerve God, as they thinke,and them i 
ſelves too in a fleſhly way of obedience} 5 
And to bur hear of this liberty in ſpirit v 
d 


is bondage unto them;and thus it ſeems 
to be their liberty to be ſlaves to =y 
or 
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| Lords to other lawes : then this law of 
Goh trac Jiberty in the ſpirit to fulfil a fleſh» 
righteouſneſſe, ſeemes to be their li- 
berty to be ſubje& to the wils of men, 
and {o to become the ſervants of men, 
| ſeemes to be their liberty; a liberty 
# which truly is, and will end in bon- 
Gage ; and this falſe liberty flows like- 
iſe from falſe light. | 
' 4- Come to others who havepaſs* 
through this life of zeale to the wils of 
men, and to their owne wils, they ha- 
ring gotten a notion, not only of grace 
.and love, bat of rhis fpiric of yy; 
(and onely a notion) they preſen 
apprehending, as they thinke, char a 
& now good, they ſeeing no ations to 
be differing to them, but all ſeemes to 
be alike; they freely take a liberty from 
this falſe light to a after the fleſh; ic 
is their liberty to be prophane, carnal, 
df looſe, unprofitable, and fo indeed they 
| make aſe of their liberty which is a car= 
J 
J 


nall one, as an occafion to the fleſh ; 
z \ they linne as they ſay not only becaufe 
- | grace abounds , bur becauſe the fpirir 
{| teacheth them ſo to doe, which is a (pi- 
| rit of liberty; and indeed its to be 
| 


doubted that they are poſſeſt with fuch a 
E 3 * ſpicic” 
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ſpirie of liberty after the fleſh , that all 
bonds of righteouſncfie and true liber. 
ty are broken ; an! in this I may ſpeak 
$n the Apoſtles words,Pbil.3.18.For me 
ny walke, of whom TI bave told you often, and 
now tell you weeping, that are enemjes to the 
croſſe of C briſt, whoſe eud is deſtruti10n, whoſe 
Gott is 1beir belly, whoſe glory is their ſhame, 
who minde earthly things. And thus poore 
creaturs being given up to work al wic- 
kednefſe with greedineſſe, doe not only 
at thoſe things themſelves, but have 
pleaſure in them that doe them; fo 
that to walke humbly with God is be- 
come in their cyes, not. onely, a bon- 
dage, bat a ſcorne ; and thoſe who talk 
of its: barbarous; a thing ſo low as not 
to;be underſtood. 

\- Thas whereas Saints have a liberty 
from finne,theſe have a liberty in finne; 
Saipts have a libezty to be the Sons of 
Gogh theſe have 4 - Gun to be the (ons 
' of Satan, of darkneſſe,and yet pretend 
themſelves to be the Sons of God ; but 
his ſervants you arc to whom you 0+» 
bey, whether it be of fin unto death, or of obe= 
dience. wits righteouſtcſſe. 


Chap. 


— 


— 
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; bim, 2 Cor. 5. 21. 
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Chap. V. 


of the righteouſneſſe of the Law in 
the ſpirit. 

S this law in the ſpirit is a law of 

light and liberty, fo ic is a righte” 
ous law, that is, a law working righte” 
ouſneſſe in thoſe in whom ic ns cal 
ſoules partakers of its own righteouſ(- 
nefſe, which is indeed the righteon(- 
nefſe of God ; He was made ſn for us, that 
we might be made the righecouſneſie of God in 


Now the righteouſneſſe of this law 
may be produced unto theſe two 
heads. 

1. An internal rightcouſneſſe, as it 
bath relation to God. 

2. An cxternal righteouſneſſe, as it 
bath relation to men. 

Firſt, As it hath relation to God,and 
ſo it is a rightcouſneſſe in the fpirit; 
this may be conſidered likewiſe under 
theſe two heads. 

1. As it is more external. 

2. Asit is more internal. 

Firlt, As it is moreexternal, yes,ſpi- 

E 4 ritual, 
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ritual, and -the righteouſnefle- of God 
roo, becauſe prepared by the Father for 
ſinners, brought home an4 applyed 
the ſpirit: and this is the righteouſneſſe 
of God in relation to what he hath 
done for them ; in laying helpe upon 
one that is mighty ; in laying iniquity 
upon Chrilt, and condemning it there: 
that ſo through the apprehending and 
applying of the Fathers love in this 
great worke, the guilt of fin might be 
taken out of the conſcience, through 
the ſoules apprehending,the Father do- 
ing that in Chriſt for it, which it ſelfe 
could not doe ; For what the law could not 
doe in that it was weabe through the fleſh,God 
ſending bis owne Son in tbe likeneſſe of ſinful 
fleſs, and for Fn condemned fin in the fleſb, 
Rom. 8.3, Hercin the foulebcholding 
and enjoying love from the Father, ſees 
it ſelfe now to be jullified, and that by 
grace, from al things by which 
it could not be juſtibed by the 
Law of Msſrs; this is a more external 


righteouſnelle becauſe wrought for us, 
wichout us; yet the righteoulnefſe of 
God,of the ſpirit, becauſe prepared by 
God, eyed and applycd in the light and 
power of the ſpirit. | | 


4. That 


an © = 


as act mc adn as 
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2. "That which I cal a more fpiritual 
righteouſneſle, it is a righteouſneſſe 
wrought wichin us by this law of righ- 
teoulneſſe ; and this righteonſneſſe 
wrought for us, without us,though de- 
clared in us, is but a precedent to this 
righteouſnefſe wrought within; that ſo 
the righteouſne(le of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walke nor after the 
fleſh bur after the ſpirit: this is that 
myſtery of Chrift in you, the hope of 
glory, the forming of Chriſt within , 
that is, when the ſoule hath experience 
of the ſame {pirit within as was and is 
in Chriſt, working the ſoule into a ſpi- 
ritual conformity to Chriſt,growing up 
inhim,til it come to the ſame fulneſle, 
to the ſame perfeCtion ; but both theſe 
[ have in a meaſure unfolded in another 
Treatiſe, and therefore pafle it with the 
more brevity in this place ; onely I ſhal 
anſwer one ObjeQion by the way, and 
fo paiſe to the ſecond part of the 
righteouſnefle of this law in the ſpi- 
rit. 
0bj. Some wil be ready to ſay, That 
they know no ſuch thing, as this law in the ſpt- 
rit juſtifying, this external/ forming of Chriff, 
they know Chriſt no other waies but 45 be dyed 


at 


58 A ſecond General Epiſtle 
at Fernſalem ,. and that this talk, of Chrif 
within ſeems to be a myfiery, if not a deluſs. 
on ; for Chriſt dw2ls in bis people, no other 
wiſe but by faith, that is ſouls beleeving, only 
what be batb done for them, and that there 
#0 other forming of Chriſt in them, till the 
day of reſurrefiion of their badies from the 
grave. 

Anſw. 1 anſwer firſt, That its true 
this forming of Chriſt within is a my- 
ſery indeed,the compleater of it will he 
the top and height of all myſtery, this 
is the myſtery, Chriſt in yon, the hope 
of glory, that is, the ſaid ſpirit and 

wer conforming ſouls to Chriſt in 
death, reſurre&tion and life, and this 
is the more myſerious man of finne,the 
antichriſt,who denics Chrilt to be come 
in the fleſh, this myſtery of Chriſt in 
you the hope of glory. Aad although 
ſome may abuſe this truth, this myſte- 
ry, being deluded only wich the noti- 
on of it, yet let others take heed they 
abuſe it not through ignorance. 

2. I anſwer, that whereas the Scri- 
_ ſaich, Chriſt dwels in the heart 

y faith : Ir's true, but there js a two- 
fold dwelling of Chriſt in the heart by 
faith : the fit is,when the ſou] fees and 
beleeves 
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helieves what God in Chriſt hath done 
for it :, and ſecondly, when the ſoul 
ſees and beleeves that this Chriſt, that 
is the (ame ſpirit that dwelt in Chriſt 
divels in him, as a law of light, life 
and liberty in him, ſeeing the law of 
the ſpirit of life that wes in Chriſt Te- 
fus,freeing it from the law of finne and 
death : for the ſoul taught of God ices 
and beleeves both theſe to be a truth , 
Chriſt for, and Chriſt in the ſoul : this 
we (hall finde clearly held forth in Scri- 
pture, not ſetting up the one in deny- 
mg the other, but you ſhall inde that 
the Scripture preſents you with a death 
with Chrilt,and reſurre&tion with him 
Rom.5, Phil.3.10. with a life with him, 
Jobn 14.19. Becauſe T live ye ſþall live alſo, 
and in him by vertue of ſpiricuall uni- 
an, verſ.20, At that day ye ſhal know that 
I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in 
you: Note a word by the way, at that 
day they ſhall know it, At what day ? 
in that day when Chriſt reveals himifelf 
in them, The world (ball ſee me no more, but 
ye (ball ſee me : It isnot ſuch a ſight as the 
Apoſiles had of Chriſt, when he was 
with them in the fleſh: itis not ſuch a 
fight as the world had, or at this day 

ave 
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have of Criſt: for the world beleevey 
that Chriit died for finners, yet they 
ſechimn>t, nw Saints ſez him fir} 
dyiag for them. 2. Tney fee him li. 
ving in them : and this aſſurance of 
Chriſt ia chem ; they receive by faith, 
beleeving ani knowing this to be a 
trath , for faith anJ1knowledge in this 
particalar is but one thing, We b-leeve, 
and know, {aich Peter , that thou art the 
Criſt rhe Sonne of the living God. And 
thus Szints in whom this law of righ- 
teouſneſſe is manifeſt, can in a meaſure 
fay, We beleeve and know that God 
hath revealed his Sonne not only to us, 
bat in as : and thus Chriſt dwels in the 
heart by faich, and there is no one truth 
of God mare clearly revealed in Scri- 
ptare, more glorious in the ſpirits of 
Saints then this truth of Chriſt formed 
in thenz. | 

2: I come now to the ſecond part of 
the righteonſneſſe of this law in the 
ſpirit, which is an external righreoal(- 
nefſc amonz2ſ men, for this law in the 
ſpiric, teacheth men to live (obecly, 
righteoully and godly in the world : 
God is a rightcous GoJ, and this righ- 


tcous law conforms (vals anto this 
righteous 
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tighteous God; and where there is an 


. Internall, there will be likewiſe an ex- 
- ternall righteouſnefſe. And this righ» 


teouſneſſe in converſation may be con= 
{idered under theſe two heads : 

7. In the abſtaining from workes of 
unrighteouſnes amongſt men, 2nd they 
are ſuch as theſe, 1Cr. 6.8. oppreſſion 
and fraudulency, or ſuch as are menti- 
oned, verſ.g. Know 36u net that the unrigh+ 
teous ſball net inberit the Kingdome of Gold : 
Be not dece ved, neither fornicatours nor ido- 
laters, nor adulterers, &c. ſhall inberit the 
Kingdome of God: Theſe are works of un- 
rightcouſnefle ; that is, works that de- 
clare men to be unrighteous, 

2. In performing vilible workes of 
righteoutneſſe, Shew me thy faith by thy 
works: faith ever produceth workes, 
works of picty, and works of charity: 
in a word, this law of righteoulnetle 
in the ſpirir, makes good that ward of 
righteouſnefſe in them ; Whatſcever ye 
would that men ſhould doe wnto you, jo doe un- 
to them, for this is the law and the Prophets, 
It puts the ryan in whem it is, in all 
his dealings amongit men in the other 
balance ; and this is the rule of his dea- 
ling wich others, to do as he would be 
done 
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done unto, the true rule of righteonf* + 


nefſe amongjit men ; andrruly this law 
of righteoutne(ſc.is that I long to lee 
more abundanely maniteſt in the 
Saints, in- theſe later daics, 'for God 
hath a glorious d{penſation of righte- 
ouineſſe to bring forth in his Saints, 
and through then to the world, that 
the righteous God appearing with fo 
much ſplendour, glory and righteouſ- 
neffe in his people, and through them 
ro the world, that the world tha}l be 
drivento fall down, and acknowledge 
God is in them of a truth :he will take 
vut of them that perverſe and peeviſh 
ſpiric, and fill them with the piric of 
love : he will cake out of chem that op- 
preſling ſpiric of nn:ighteouſnefle, and 
till chem with che ſpirit of righteoal- 
nefle, juitice and equity, and this glo- 
rivus apearance of rigihtzouſneffe in 
them, will by them and through them 
bring to noughr the unrighteouſnefle 
2nd oppretſion that. is in the world : for 
as thewrath ot God was, ſo now it is 
much more aburdantly made maniteſt 
againſt all unrighteouſneſſe of men, a- 
gain(t all unrighteouſnefſe within, a- 
gainſt all untighteoulnefle yithour bis 
people 


"— 
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people : and this ſhall be ctieRed by the 
orice appearance of this glorious 
wof righteouſneſſe in them. See 1/a. 
35-14 And they (to wit, men of che 
world) ſbal! be thine, they ſhall come ajier 
thee in chains, they ſball come over, and they 
fall down unte thee, making ſu>>lication, 
lajing, Surely God is in thee, and there is 
none elſe, there 1s no God : Thus ſhall a 
King reign in righteoutneſle, apd Prin- 
ces ſhall rule in judgement, although 
its true never more oppreſhon then now 
under che pretence ot liberty, a great 
argament that the time is at hand, and 
then ſhall all oppre{ſours and oppretli- 
ous fall co the ground, and dy + a- 
lone ſhall be exalred in that day, then 
ſhall ye return and ſee the difference be- 
tween him thar ſerved God, and him 
that ſerved him not : tor unto them 
that fear his name {ball rhis fonne of 
righteoulnefle ariſe ( filling chem with 
righteouſnefſe ) with healing under 
his wings, and they ſhall goe forth and 
grow up as calves in the ſtall : bat this 
day of the Lord ſhall burn likean oven, 
and all the: proud, and all opprefiours, 
and all thit dce wickedly thall be as 
ſtubble : the day cometh that thall burn 


them, 
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them up, and leave them neither root 

nor branch, Mal. 4+ 1, 2. This is the 

day of the Lord, the day of. fire that iz 

coming upon the face of the earth;Let 

the voice of Elijab the Propher be a 

warning unto men, leſt he come and 

ſmire the carth with a curſe. How then 

ſhould the fpirits of Chriſtians be up to 
rhe Lord in a way of waiting -for the 
moretul} revelation of this righteous 
law within them, that they may ſee all 
enemies both within them and without 
them made a tootſtoole nnto this righ- 
teous diſpenſation, that the world may 
not have cauſe to ſay, as formerly, that 
they proteſſe more then others,burt they 
are as covetous as any, as proud,peeviſh 
and hard heartcd as any, as full of op- 
preſſion as any, by which meanes the 
name of God hath been blaſphemed as 
mongſt the world ; But when they hal 
reade in the carriage of Chriſtians no« 
thing but love, and rightcouſneſſe, and 
in- offenlive walking, a diſpoſition als 
waies to doe good, and that untoall z 
I ſay when this appearance of God is 
manifelt in the Saints, it (hatl throw 
downe that wickednefſe, that pride and 


that opprelſion which is in the world: 
Waite 
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Waite therefore upon God for it, For 
Heſſed are they that waite for bim. 


nod. 
— 


Chap. VI. 
The unrighteous Law. 


J Shal come now briefly in a word or 
two likewiſe to ſpeake a word in the 
diſcovery of that falſe law of righte- 
ouſneſſe,oc rather uncighteauſneſſe that 
dwels in the hearts of natural men;and 
Tſhal minde it under theſe two heads 
likewiſe. 7 

1. As it is within them. 

2. As it is manifeſt without them. 

Firſt, As it is within them, and that 
under ſeverall notions: 

t. Some thinking their civility and 
morality to be a perfe& law and rule 
of righteouſneſſe in them, having good 
natures, doing as they chinke, and ſay 


| no body wrong, they chinke this ſhal 


be their righteouſneſfſe, which is but a 

rghteouſneſſe of fleſh, and not of ſpi- 

rit. 

3, Othcrs logke at, and talke of 
F Chriſt 
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Chriſt dying for fin, not being mady 
partaker of any power, by which they 
are dead to (in, and yet expe a RANg 
ing, a righteouſneſle, a ſalvation int 
end from the death of fin, this is a falſe 
law of uncighteouſneſſe in the mindes 
of moſt, not believing that the wages of 
fin is death. 

3. Others come higher then this un- 
der the notion of joining Chriſt and 
duty together, fleſh and ſpirit as co» 
workers together, talking of the righ- 
teouſneſſe of Chriſt, but looking for it 
as it were, by the works of the law, be- 
img indeed ignorant of the righccouſs 
neſſe of God, theſe are zealous, but not 
according to knowledge ; and this is 
looked atter, and pleaded for, as a high 
degree of righteouſnelle, when perhaps 
there is no more in it then what Paul 
accounted lofle, yea, dung and drofle, 
for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Chriſt Jeſus his Lord; and was con+ 
rent to ſulter the Tofſe of al ſuch things, 
as grounds of righteouſneſſe, that he 


might win Chriſt, and be found in - 


| him. Good is were, and much mercy 
ro ſuch, if they could with Paul, ſuffer 
the loile of al iuch righteoulſndle,. ina 
way 
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way of grace, for it muſt be Joſt firſt. or 
laſt ;. iknot til laſt, then they muſt be 
bid depart .from al their workes, as 
workes and workers of iniquity, inte 
ater darknefſe, where ſhall be a lake of fire, 
__ will occafron weeping and gnaſbing of 
eetd. 

4- Others ſeem to come higher then 
this again,ſeeming to be delivered from 
workes, as it is their righteouſneſle,and 
are al for Chriſt and his righteouſneſſe, 
free juſtification without workes , but 
they are ignorant ofzif not enemies un» 
tothe righteouſneſſe of this law in the 
ſpirit : Although I queſtion not, but 
that many who.are yet come no fur- 
ther, may be precious, and enjoy true 
comfort according to that meaſure re- 
ccived,yet theſe two things are conſide- 
rable. | 

Firſt, That many are likely to periſh, 
afrer come forth of Epypt, in the wil- 
dernefſe,before they come into this land 
ot Canaan, this land of reſt. 

Secondly, That thoſe who rruly 
know Chriſt without them) to be their 
righteonſneſſe , doe, or hal likewiſe 
£now Chrift within them, although at 
preſent through ignorance they deny 
2 it, 


” 
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it, although its that which is or ſhal be 
their greateſt glory; but I ſay for a man 
onely to know Chriſt without him, 
glorying in this, without any experi 
ence of the life of Chriſt in him, in be. 
ing made conformable unto him;this is 
a flelhly and deceivable law of rights 
oulſneſle. 

Fifthly, Others feeme, as they ſay, to 
come higher then al the reſt into a way 
of righteouſnefſe, although Joweſt of 
al ; for they looke not after morality 
nor legality, nor Chriſt, nor this righs 
teous Jaw in the ſpirit, which is the 
ſubſtance and perteCtion of al; bur they 
have found a new law of righteoul- 
nelſe, or rather of unrighteouſneſle, 
that is, the law of the fleſh, doe what 
they wil ics al good, jultitiable, righte- 
ous 3 but to ſuch I ſay, Be not deceived, 
God is not mocked ; For what you [owe you 
are like toreape ; For God is not as man, that 
he ſbould lie,or as the ſon-of man,tbat be ſhould 
repent ; Let God be righteows,let God be true, 

and all falſe and fl:ſbly perſwaſions be a 
lye. 

2. The external unrighteouſneſſe of 
this deceivable law in the fleſh may be 
contidered cither, 7 
1. Doing 
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# x. Doing or ating things contrary 
to the true rule of rigbteouſneſſe ; thus 
either, 
| © Firſt, In ating, that ſo they may ap- 
peare anto men to be righteous , like 
unto hypocrites ; and this ſatisfies, if 
there can be ſuch a viſible walking as 
= ſilence men, though hypocriſy, deceit 
and wnrigbteouſneſſe lie hid and lurking 
within; theſe are the whited Tombes 
Chriſt ſpeakes of which appear beauti- 
fal before men, when within they are full of 
dead moans bones. 

Secondly; Or elſe when men take li- 
berty to appear outward to men as they 
lift, ful of al wnrighteouſneſſe , and yet 
thinke to be innocent, righteous and 
cleare before God,juſtifying themſelves 
that they have good hearts, and the 
like : theſe are they the Lord reproves 
by the Prophet, Will you fteal,ymurder,com- 
mit adultery, and ſweare falſty? and yet come 
and ſtand before God in his bouſe, thinking to 
be delivered, ſaying, They (ball have peace, 


| though they walbe after the ſtabborneſſe of theix 


own beartz, Oc. 

Thirdly, Others not onely making 

gaine to be their godlineſſe, but gaine to be 

theic rule of righteouſneſſe to others: and 
| F 3 hence 
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hence - comes to paſs oft-times that 
they have a law of liberty within them 
to lie and coſen for advantage, ng 
knowing that righteous rule, To doe & 
they would be done unto : and this gain ſelf. 
adyantage is the! great rule by which 
moſt in the world walk : I wiſh 1 had 
not cauſe to-ſay,that its the ruleof mas 
ny who would be accounted more- then 
ordinary Chriſtians, whick' occaſions 
(in the fourth place ) mach oppreſſion 
and fraudulency ; -now there is 2, liber+ 
ry to defraud, oppreſs, to doe any _ 

or advantage; this is the unrighteoul- 
nes of this law in the ficſh. | 


A—— 


Chap. VII. 


The law of true holineſſe, 


His law inthe fpirit is likewiſe a 
law of holines an | parity in whom 
itis: this law of the Lordis pure, pu- 


ritying and purging ſoules : God is a {+ 


holy God, and he works the ſpirits. of 
his people inco his own likenes; hence 
| it 
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{is the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 3.18. faith, That 
of we with open face bebolding as in a glaſſe 
the glory of God, are changed into the ſame 
image from'glory to glory, even as by the Spi- 
fit of the Lord. The Spirit and glory of 
the Lord is a transforming Spiric and 
glory, it never leaves thoſe in whom 
its manifeſt, until ic change them ito 
the very image and glory of the Father: 
This law ofholinefle as it works holi- 
nefſe in the  fpirits of Saints may be 
eonftdered. inder two. heads likewiſe, 
ther more internall, or more exter- 


1. More internally.as it changes and 
renewerh che minde: for this ſpirit be- 
gins to worke holineffe firſt wichin, it 
reneweth the ſpirit of the minde, it 
takes poſfeſſion of the heart: it doth 
not only ſay, My ſozne give me thy beart, 
but it takes the heart and moulds it, 
and forms it according to its own.good 
pleaſure : ir doth not onely ſay, Be ye 
boly, but it works holin*(s, and faith, 


| likewife , Thou ſhalt be boly : hence it is 


called, The boly,the ſanFifying Spirit ; not 


j only in reſpe& of its own purity, but 


as it workes purity in the ſpirits of 
Saints : Thus holine(fe becomes the 
. F 4 houſe 
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houſe of the Lord for ever : every be, 
leever, every Saint is Gods houſe, his 
temple, his habitation, in then hee 
dwels, and that by way of union and 
ſpiritual communion ; and therefore 
holines becomes this houſe,this habita- 
tion for ever. 
Qu. What is bolineſſe ? 
Anſw. Holines in ſpirit it is, 'when 
' the inner man by the power and opera- 
tion of the ſpirit is changed and renew- 
ed, by which means the old man fleſh, 
is put off with his deeds, and the new 
man is put on : it is an inward change 
from fleſh to ſpirit, being made-parta- 
ker of the divine nature, of the nature 
of the holy God; hence it cames to 
paſs chat the minde being thus renewed 
ſo carneſtly preffes after more perfe&ti- 
on in this ſan&ity: now the- ſoul ſees 
clearly what was the Fathers everlaſt- 
ing purpoſe concerning him, to gather 
him up into the ſame perfeftion 'of pu- 
rity and holineſs with himſelfe : this 
indeed being the Saints perfection, the 
Saints glory, the putting off of al fleſh, 
the filth of the old man, and to be cloa- 
thed in this holineſs of the new : And 
he that hath this hope in him purifeth 
| himſelf 
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himſelf,cven as Chriſt is pure, that ſoul 
bath-no patern or perfe&ion ſhort of 
him who is their elder brother, who is 
entered into the Santium Santjorum, the 
holy of holies,the moſt holy place,per- 
fe&ion it ſelf, and a way being opened 
for Saints to follow him. Hence it is 
they with ſo much earneſtneſs preſſe af- 
ter, not as if they had already attain- 
ed, or were already perfe&t; but they 
preſs forward, if by any meanes they 
might attain the reſurreQion from the 
dead, that is a full deliverance from 
this body of death into the compleat 
a perte@ glory and purity of the Fa- 
ener. 

Thus this law in the ſpirit is a law 
of holineſs, of ſanification 5 it doth 
not leave men carnal, and fleſhly, and 
filchy; no no the will of Ged is your 
ſanQification; and this he works, where 


he manifeſts himſelf ; hetruly effefts in 


the mindes of his people (which is his 
houſe) what hedid in the temple at 7e- 
ruſalemhe over-turned the tables of the 
money-changers, and whipt the buicrs 
and ſellers out of the temple: fo hee 
doth in the ſpirits of his people, whips 
out all thoſe anclean luſts and fleſhly 
imaginations, 
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imaginations which. defile this holy 
templc, not but that there may be the 
ence of theſe, but they are not there 
with delighe, with content 2: and this 
fanQifying ſpirit wil never leave them 
til bee hath turned them al out, the 
Godof peace will tread Satan under feet ſhort- 
ly, and allrhoſe enemies ſhal} become 
the Saints foot-ſtool ; this is the Lords 
doing, and it is marvelloys in our eies: 
this is the Lords work, and he wil per- 
teQt ic in his time : Let all thoſe who 
wait upon him for the accompliſhment 
of it cry grace, grace anto it, the end of 
« wil be glory in the higheft, when: al 
fleſh (ball vail it ſelfe to this exceHent 
glory; though it be not accompliſhed 
as ſoon as you expect it, yet afſuredly 
the end wil be glorious, that is,ic will 
crown al your temptations, and trials, 
expeQations, when you ſhal partake of 

this perteCt change. | 
2. There is an external holines lik e- 
wile, that is a vitible demonſtrati on in 
the converſation of what -is wrought 
within : There is not onely holinefle 
within, but without ; The Kings 
daughter is not only all glorious with- 
jo, but her cloathing likewiſe is of yy 
c 
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dle-work : There js a vilible manifeſta» 
tion of a renewed minde, where the 
God ' of peace ' ſanCtities he dath is 
throughout not'only'in ſoul and (pirit, 
buz in, body too: Hence it is the Apoſtle 
ſaich, Be ye boly in all z1anner of holy conver= 
(ation. and godlineſſe,, This outwatd ap- 
pearance of holinefſe is but the. fruit of 
that txee of holines within, and where 
this tree ts, fs fruit wil appear, there 
wil he;fraic unto holines,and the cnd e- 
veclaſting life. -; + -. | 

This external holines appeares.under 
theſe two partiqujars!: 3.48 
pas In ' the 'fosfaking evil cour- 


7 


Secondly,1n the performing or aGing 

that which-is good, " 
1-19 the forlaking evil there -i2 not 
only an evil root,bur there is evil truic, 
the fruit of the fleſh : now where this 
law of holineſs andpurity is, there is 
a purging of al filthineſs of fleſh and 
fpicit.» This is that the Apoſtle minds, 
1 Cor.6. Such were ſome of you, but ye are 
waſhed, but ye are purged by the Spirit of ous 
God, &c. This is the true property. of 
this law in the ſpirit, ro make clear not 
only within, but without too :-Waſh 
Jon, 
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you, make you clean, Put away the evil" of 
your doings from before mine eyes, 1fa.n, 
ceaſe to-doe evil; &c. al filehines and pro. 
phaneneſſe flows dire&ly from the law 
of the fleſh, and are the fruits of the 
fleſh ; the tree is krrowne by his \fruir, 
It is altogether unpoſſible for a renew- 
ed, changed, ſanQifred heart to be gi- 

. venupto the laſts of che figſh - they are 
fruits that grow in- thMevils garden, 
npon {the tree of natare, and not 'of 
grace ; they are the fruit that grow up- 
on the forbidden tree, whoſoever: eat- 
eth thereof is dead; if you walk: after 
thefleſh ye are dead, but if by theſpirit 
ye mortifie the deeds of the fleſh, ye are 
alive: "Therefore rake this in a word 
for al, That it is altogether unpoſſible 
for #'man that lives in the ſpirit :to 

bring forth fruics afcer the fleſh 3 they 

who live after the fi:ſh favour 'the 
things of the fleſh: Only two cautions 
confidered, 

Firſt, That thoſe who live after the 
ſpicit, *may be, and 'oft are burdened 
with fleſh. 

Secondly, Although they are barde- 
ned with fleſh, yer thev walke-nor, 
they warre not after the flc{h, but fpi- 
xit 
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Tit -in- them ſabdues | and deftroyes 
fleſh; and the converſation is in a 
meaſure {utable to ſuch a ſpiritual law 
within, 

2. This holines appears not onely in 
the forſaking that which is viubly evil, 
and carries a clear appearance in it t@ 
be of the fleſh : But likewile 

2. In the vilible ating aud perform- 
ing works of holines ſucable zo ſuch an 
inward principle : theſoule does not 
on!y now ceaſe to do evil,but learns to 
doe wel 3 This is chat the Scripture ſo 
often mindes, and Saints fo much cx+ 

perienceth, Let your lipbt ſo ſhine before 
men, that they jeeing yur god workes may 
glorifie your Father that s in beaven : And 
this is the wil of God even your ſanRi- 
fication, that you may know how to 
poſſefſe your veſſels in ſandtification 
and honour, and the tree is known by 
his fruit, Does a man gatber grapes of thorns 
or figs of thifils : And the good man out of - 
the good treaſure of bis heart tringeth forth 
good things ; but the evil man out of the evil 
treaſure of his beart bringeth forth evil 1bings. 
Thus Scripture clears this truth ; ex- 
perience likewiſe manifeſts it, Thoſe 
who are taught of the Spiric can beare 
Wits 
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witneſs unto this truth, That rhemore 
that ſpirit of holine(s appeares within, 
parifping the inner man, the more 
vilible does that holines appear with» 
our. 

Deſt. But ir may be queſtion- 
ed, What are theſe workes of boline 
that viſrbly appeare thus in the ſax;Giifred 
man 7 

Anſ.1 Negative: I minde not cuſtoms 
and torms,for in this natural men may 
a&t tar : But 

2. Afhrmatively : 1.In ſpeaking forth 
and declaring the goodneſs, holineſs 
and love oft God: A heart that is ſanQi- 
hed indeed, and enjoyes love and com- 
munion indced, cannot but according 
to the meafare enjoyed , and the pitr 
received, but declare it forth unto 0+ 
thers, Out of the abundance of the beart the 
enourh freabeth, Thus Saints cannor 


kecpe lilence when God fſpeakes in, 


them, but are ever and anon breathing 
forth the good, the love of God ; then 
faith the tonl, Traly God good, O taſte 
and fee that the Lord s gracious, Ob that 
men would fraiſe the Lord for bis goodneſſe, 
and declare bis wonderfull love to the ſonnes of 
mn: The (oul can now lay, God is go0r\ 
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be js ſweet, be is lovely, and altogether de- 
lightfull, Thus Saints are not either 
firſt breathing forth fleſhly and carnal 
diſcourſe, unprofitable and vain things, 


but their words are alwaies ſeaſoned with 


ſalt, that it may miniſter grace unto the bear 
ers 3 neither are they dumb and i ongue+ 
tied alwaies, not but that thoſe who 
are precious may be {low of ſpeech ; but 
being drawne forth, ſomething they 
have to declare of God : They are not 
firſt ns, ow empty,and ſo filent,that 
argues a barren, fruitleſs , unſandtived 
ſoul ; neither ſecondly doe they pre- 
tend to be high in knowledge, but wil 
* not declare any thing, except fleſh talk 
of ſpirit, and manitcſt fleſh, no, they 
cannot with-hold the truth in unrigh» 
teouſneſs, nor hide his goodneſs with=- 
in them, as by [ſtealth ; but Rill, Out of 
the abundance of the beart the mouth ſpeaker, 
and the tree is known by bis fruit. God 
creating in his people the fruit of the 
lips, peace , peace to them who are afarre 
of, and to them who are nigh: And as this 
fruit of the lips appearcs.in ſpeaking 
of GOD, fo likewiſe in ſpeaking 
to GOD both in prayer and 


praile, 
2. There 
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” 2.Ther* is the fruit likewife of the 
converſation as wel as of the lips;therg 
1s nor onely the fruit of ſaying but do. 
ing ; If any man doe my will be ſball know, 
faich Chritlt, ec. 

Now this doing conliſts either, 

1. In doing workes of piety accor- 
ding to the power and liberty recei- 
ved. | 

2. In doing workes of —_— ju- 
ſtice and equity, nor in ſeeking alone 
our owne, but others good. 

3. In doiag workes of mercy both 
to the ſoules and bodies of thoſe who 
wanc, elſe you may ſce the fruits of this 
ſpiric, Gal. 5. 22. The fruit of the fpirit s 
love, joy, peace, long- (uffering, gentleneſſe, 
goodneſſe, taiih, meekneſſe,temperance,againſt 
luch there 7s no law 5; Theſe are the fruits 
of the ſpirit, which being manifeſt, 
makes God. and truth, and Saints ap- 
peare lovely, not onely cach to other, 
burto the world likewiſe; they hall 
fall downe and contefſe, That God is in 
you of a 17utÞ : Thele fruits of the ſpirit 
Peter mindes, x Pet. 1.5. Ade to faith 
virtue, to your virtue knowledy ,- to know* 
ledge patience, ard to patience temperance, 
and to temperar.ce godlineſſe, and to godlineſe 
rOtneT= 


Sao aa a 2 


W<.Y WS W--- 


to allthe Saints,  8t 
brotherly kindneſſe, and to brotberly kindneſſe 
charity : Thus the true Chrifſtian hath a 
holy converſation, holy within and 
holy without, holineſſe written upon 
the horſes bridles, every por in Feruſa- 
lem appeares to be holy, holy in al man- 
ner of holy converſation and godli- 
neſle ; auniverſall walking with, and 
conformity to God in fpiric, ſoule and 
body; Their converſation is in beaven,their 
hearts there, their minde,their comfort 
and communion, and it appeares by 
their walking before men, in their 
word and aftions,that it is ſo. 


Chap. VIII 
Of falſe or fleſhly holineſſe. 


S there is a bolineſſe in the ſpirit,ſo 
likewiſe there is a holinetle atcer 
the fleſh, ſo accounted, ſo called,;though 


| it be indeed but unholineſle, for the 


man of finne imitates Chriſt in every 
particular; and I believe that there 
hath been as great a miſtake in the mat- 
ter of holineſle, in m_ ic to be what 
it 
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it is not,as in any one particalar:there- 
fore I ſhal mindea word or two brief- 


ly in the diſcovery of this myRery of: 


iniquity. 


pearance of holineſſe when fit is no- 
thing but fleſh, may be co 
ther, 

Firſt, As it workes within, and that 
either, 

1. Looking upon good purpoſes and 

ood relolutions to amend and to doe 
ttcr. 

Orelſe, 2. In a good minde to leave 
{in, but it wants power ; a good, a ho- 
Iy heart, though a bad converſation, 
not knowing that good purpoſes ace 
common to the worlt of men, and that 
where there is a bad outfidc, there is a 
worle inſide; for if the {treames be fil- 

thy, the fountaine is much more filthy; 
For out of the abuxilance of the heart the mou'b 
fpeaketh ; and the outward man afts: an 
ungodly converſation alwaics flowes 
trom an unſan&ihed ſoule ; if the con- 
verſation be light, vain and foolifh, the 
heart is much more light and vain ; for 
all prodigalicy, pro Laneneile and va- 
nity hath its brit riſe in the heart; _w. 

ore 


ercd cj» 


1. This myſtery of hen the ap». 
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fore it is the Lord ſaith, My ſon, give me 
thy beart. 

Or 3.Not only in having a minde to 
leave it, but likewiſe in having fome 
hatred againſt it, and from hence a for- 
faking of it, becauſe ir ſees an evill, a 
danger- init; perhaps it now appre- 
hends,that the wages of lin is death and 
it feares hell, and the eternall flames 
ſpoken of in Scripture; and from hence 

rowes out of liking with ir, when per= 

_ elle it conld be content many 
times to embrace it; thus moſt men-un- 
der the-name and notion of Chriſtian, 
d:ccive themſelves with a fleſhly fancy 
of holinefle in the heart, when indeed, 
and in truth it is nothing more then 
fleſbly deluiions, and that which is u- 
(ually found in the hearts of naturall 
men. 

Secondly, There is likewiſe a moſt- 
outward appearance of holinefle in the 
fie, which is indeed bar fleſhly 3 and 
this may be diſcovered, either, 

1. In the more common and carnall 
ſort, who-account that now andthen 
the performance - of a good. aft' is e- 
nough to: make them holy, and' that 
their good afts will weigh downe their 

G2 evill; 


84 4 ſecondGenerall Epiſtle 

evill, they rhinke that Lord bave mercy 
upon me, or now and then a good prayer 
is cnough to make them holy, though 
perhaps they take the more liberty to 
finne by meanes thereof z a wondertull 
delufGon in the mindes of men. | 

2. Others come higher perhaps. in 
an outward civility, and an externall 
ating in the aſe of Ordinances ; they 
will goe to Church, as they call it, and 
heare Sermons too, perhaps have ther 
Infants ſprinkled, go to the Sacrament, 
as they call it, &c. And this is a high 
degree of holinefſe in the mindes of 
moſt z how doe poore creatures bleſſe 
themſelves in ſuch vaine and empty 
formes and faſhions ro their owne un- 
doing? For this is that which is ſuta- 
ble to nature to _a& in theſe. low and 
 formall waies after the doArines and 

precepts of men, or after_ the fleſh]y 
imaginations of the vaine and deceitful 
heart, and not after Chriſt. 

3- Others come higher then this,in- 
to an univerſall, as they ſuppoſe, ba- 
tred, and forſaking of fin, to the afting 
and performing of that which is good ; 
and thus it is much in doing and ating, 


looking upon ' outward attings to be 
their 


' is done; the other a&ts in liberty 
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'theie holinefſe; and here hath lien © 2 


myſterious myſtery of iniquity both iN 


Miniſters and People, the one teachings 


the other praiſing ſuch a holineſſe 3 
Hence is it that Miniſters when they 
would preach people in holineſſe and 


_ uſneſſe, they preſſe them to for- 
ſake 


finne, to weepe and mourne, prays 
and heare Sermons, to be much in duty, 
and this without all peradventure was 
enough to make them holy, never 
looking after that internall ſpicit of 
holinetie which occaſions thoſe exter- 
nal atings, ſutable to ſuch an internall 
principle : Hence it comes to paſſe that 


-many poore ſoules being thus miſ<led, 


come under a fpirit of delufion, or elſe 
ander a ſpirit of bondage, being ſenſible 
of its coming ſhort in performance;be- 
ing daily told, that if thou canſt not 
mourne, and pray, and performe ſuch 
and ſuch duties,then thou art no Chri- 
ſtjan, but Satan rules.in thee. Now the 
difference betweene the performance of 
the externall a&ings lieth principally 
in theſe two things ; the one aRts in ic 
as undera taske, a burden, a bondage, 
and he hath no comfort till the thin 


G3 freedoy 


A jecona Generall Epifle. 


freedome of fpirit, God is his portion} 


wicthoutany ſuch ating, and God is his 
portion in it, he hath communion with 
God without it, and that is:it he ex- 
pes inc. 

.The one aGts in duty that he might 
beholy, lookes upon himſclfe that che 
more he is in exerciling and perform- 
ing, the more holy he is; the other act 
in externals, becaule he is holy that iz 
made partaker of that fpirit of holi- 
' nefle,all crrucaGtions flowing from that 
fountain of light, life, liberty and love; 
and thus moſt under ſeverall forms and 
appreheniions live low and fleſbly, con- 
tenting themſelves with a fleſh holi- 
neſſe, a holineſſe conifting in formes 
formes and creatare aftings, taking the 
ſhadow for the ſubſtance, the fruit for 
the tree, nay or: rather the falſe and de- 
ceivable fruit of the fleſh, for both the 
tree and fruitiof holineſſe in the ſpirit, 
burthoſe who ſow to the fleſþ ſball of the 

reape corruption. 
jo? I ſhall adde in the fourth. place, 
though I might have mentioned it in 
the kielt, that fleſhly law of unholinefle 
that dwels in the hearts of all naturall 
men, and yct they bleſſe themſelves in 
their 


Fs 
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| of cheir preſent condition ; There is, and 


ever hath beene a naturall ancipathy in 
the hearts of all men, naturally againſt 
God, and the appearance of holinefle in 
truth in bis people; ſuch is the contra- 
riety of che hearts of naturall men an- 
to the holineſſe of God, that they ever 
did, and dot to this day oppoſe it ; this 


isthelaw of anholinefſe that dwels,that 


rules in the hearts of all naturall men; 
and hence it comes to paſſe that men 
natarally are raken up with "fancies 
and ' ſhafowes inſtead of the fub- 
ſtance, ſowerthing they muſt have co 
uiet them; but not the trach, the fab- 
ce that affrights them, becauſe they 
are ignorant of it, and have an enmicy 
againſt ie; hence it is they call evill 
good and good vill, they pur light for 
darkneſſe and darknefſe for light , 
&e, 
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Chap. I'X. 


Of the power of the law in the 
ſpirit. 
I Shall now proceed to ſpeake a word 
. of the power of this Covenant of 
grace, this Jaw in the ſpirit ; foras it is 
a law of light, liberty, righteouſneſſe 
and true holineſle, it creates a new man 
withih in righteouſneſſe and erue holi- 


nelle; ſo its a law of power and much - 


lory, We preach Chriſt, ſaith the Apo- 
file, the _ of Ged and the wiſedome of 
God : This is that word which is migh- 
ty in operation, and powerfull, ſharper 
then any two edged (word, it enters in 
to the dividing of the joints and the 
marrow:it is a ſearcher of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart, the power of 
this Jaw in the ſpirit: This Covenant of 
grace made within the Saints may be 
diſcovered under ſeverall confiderati- 
Ons, 

1. The power of this law is a con- 
vincing power, It over-powers the ſpi- 
Fits of men, it convinces men of fin, of 
righteouſneſſe, and of judgement ; it 

convinces 
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to all the Saints, 
convinceth them of finne,making them 
truely and deepely ſenſible of it. Of 
——_— making ſoules ſenſible 
of the unrighteouſnefle of all their beſt 
righteouſneſſe.- Ofjudgement, that al 
thoſe things delighted in formerly muſt 
be judged, mnſt receive the ſentence of 
death from Jeſus Chriſt,fitting as a reti- 
ner and purifier in them, &#c. 

2. It converts as wel as convinceth, 
it changeth and reneweth the minde, 
takes off the minde from tinne, ic chan- 
geth the minde; and the converſation, 
it makes a ſeparation between the ſoule 
and finne, it ſeparates betweene a man, 
and his beloved lufts ; it converts a foul 
from the love of finne, it converts it 
likewiſe from the praftice of finne, ir 
worketh a real change within, which 
produceth a change without, 'This: is 
that power which overcomes ' fleſh, 
world and devil ; what's the reafon ma- 
ny apoor ſoul would many times glad- 
ly be rid of finne, but they want a pow- 
cr, not being ſenfible where their pow- 
er licth, but perhaps oppoſe fleth in the 
ſtrength of fl:th, when its proper onely 
to the = to deſtroy fleſh ? Therefore 
let Sattts be informed where their 
power 
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ower lieth that they may wait 
God whole worke ir is to ſubdue al 
things in them, all things without 
thery, that are contrary to him in his 
time. | 
3. As it convinceth and converteth, 
{o it makes thoſe inwhom it is a free 
.and awilling people, In the day of thy 
power thy people (ball be a willing people, Pla. 
110. Willing to have finne facriticed, 
lu and corruption ſubdued; willing 
in the beauty of holineſs to offer up ſpi- 
ritual facritice acceptable to God in bs. 
ſus Chriſt; ics this powerful ſpiric 
which works in us botb 16 wil & to ds of bis 
00d pleaſure.: nothing in the world is a« 
le to-over-power the wit, and make it 
free, |but this free ſpirie of power, ics 
this ſpirit which makes ſoules willing 
to yeeld up themſelves to the ſcepter of 
the Almighty, which makes ſoules free 
an1- willing ſubje&s co the King of 
Kings, that fils them with joy at the be- 
holding of his preſence, of his power, 
that ſaith not with the world, He & 


come 19 torment them before the time, but re- , 


Jjoicerh becauie the Lord God omnipo- 
tent reigns, topping and keepi ng under 
all other lawes and powers _ 

elte. 
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ſelfe. Thus the Lord reignes, and the 
Saints rejoyce, the Lord reigns,and the 
world trembles, 

4+ The power of this inviſible, ſpi- 
ritual law wil appear in the deſtcu&ion 
of Antichriſt that man of finne,thar ſon 
of perdicion, this hee will ctfeftby the 
ſpicic of his. mouth, :and che brightneſs 
of his coming. The coming of Chriſt 
in the (picit, which-is the glorious ma- 
nifeſtation of chis law, is that power 
that muſt deſtroy. Antichriſt, | By An- 
tichciſt that man of linne 1 underſtand 


| any thing wichin us, or withous as, 


whecher it appeare in wiſdome or pow- 
er ; ifit be of the fleſh though its pre- 
rences be never {o fair and glorious, yet 
it is but an Antichriſt, a man of ſin, a 
ſon of perdition: its true all the work- 
ings of fleſh is againſt Chrift, bar there 
are workings in a more higher and glo- 
rious way, and then jts the more decei- 
vable, the more dangerous ; and it con« 
ſits principally in wiſdome and power, 
whether within us or without ys; the 
wiſdom and power of flefh in the things 
of God, which occaltons much pride 
and fleſhly cxaltation above all that is 
called God : This is that deceivable 

Antichritt 
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Antichriſt, that myſtery of unrighte- 
ouſnefſe, which the bocd will px wat 
by this ſpirit of his mouth, and this 
brigheneſs of his coming : therefore ler 

- all wifdome, pride and power of fleſh 
vale it ſelf to this excellent glory; for 
certainly its that which muit be accom- 
pliſhed in theſe later times. The day of 
the Lord of boaſts ſball be upon every one that 
is lifted up, and upon every one 1bat is proyd, 
and lofty, ' and be ſhall be brought low : Eve- 
ry proud thing wichin the Saints, and 

every proud and lifted up perſon among 
them, upon al the Cedars of Lebanon, 
that are high and lifred up, and' 

- al the Oaks of Baſban, be they as 'tal 'as 
Cedars, as ſtrong as Oaks, yet the. day 
of the Lord wil beupon them, andup- 
onevery high mountain, and upon al 
the hils that are lifted up, and upon. e» 
very high tower, andupon every fen- 
ced wal, and upon al the ſhips of Tar- 

ſviſh, and upon every pleaſant picture, 
and the loftineſs of man {hal be bowed 
down, and the haughtineſs of man ſha] 
be made low, and the Lord alone ſhal 
be exalted in that day, I/a.2. The day 
of the Lords power wil be upon al the 

wiſdome , pride , powcr, conhdence, 
cowtort 


er 
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comfort and beauty, of fleſh, and then 
the Lord alone ſhal be exalted in thac 
day 3 this is the day of the Lords pow- 
er, we wil rejoyce and be glad in ic,this 
wil miniſter crue occalion of joy to 


Saints, when they can ſay and ſing this 


ſong , The Lord God ommipotent; reigneth, 
And chus this powerful Jaw in the fpirie 
wil appear in the ſubjcting al powers 
below, or contrary to it, unto it ſelfe, 
when al created powers whatſoever bes 
low this omnipotency, ſhal acknow- 
ledge,That thou Lord God A:mighty art wor- 
thy to receive glory, and honour, and majeſty, 
for thou only art worthy» Thus hal this 
power cauſe al other powers to bend 
the knee unto ic, to ſubmit and fal 
down before it. Learne therefore to 
Wait upon this powerful law to accom- 
pliſh al your works for you, both with 
in you and without yon, to bring 
down al your flcſhly enemies, and then 
in concluſ;on ſhal you be able to.ſee and 
ſay, that through the help of your God 
you have gone through an hoaſt, by the 
help of your God you have leaped over 
the wal. 

5-. The power of this Covenant and 


Law in the ſpirit appeares in that it up- 
holds 


— ——————————————— 
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holds thoſe in whom it is from falling; 
it endangers the foul ro God; the pow- 
er of Randing or falling is not left to 
the crearure, but the power of God is 
become the Chriſtians power to uphold 
him'; We preach Chriſt the wiſedome 
of God and the power of God, 1 Cor. 1. 
24. Not onely wifedome and power to 
convert, bat to uphold and keep up the 
ſoule with the Almighty ; hence this 
Covenant is called an everlaſting Co- 
venanit, fer.32.40. And, ſaith the Lord, 
I will not turne from them to do them 
good, buc I will put my feare in' their 

earts; and they ſhall not depart from 
me : this is the power of chis fpiricuall 

Jaw, it keeps ſouls perpetually with it 
felfe ; 1o that as the Fathers love is an 
everlaſting love, ſo he makes with his 
people an everlaſting Covenant, that fo 
their foules might live everlaſtingly in 
his everlaſting love. | In a word.its this 
law of power which hath undertaken 
the effe&ing of all the Saints worke 
both within them and for them,ro car- 
ry them through temptations, and tri- 
als, and all oppoſitions both within 
and without, untill they come to be. 

compleated in that Kingdome, Iſaiab, 

42.8, 
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42 $, 9, 10. But thou Ire! art my ſer- 


ſeed of Abrabam my friend : Believers 
are the 1ſrgel of God, 


whom 1 have taken from the ends of 


men thereof, and ſaid unto thee, thou 
art my ſervant, I have choſen thee and 
not caſt thee off ; Feare them nor, for I 
am with thee;be not diſmay'd, for I an 


wich the right hand of my righteoul- 
the ſpirits of Gods Iſrael : how wil this 


them to a dependency upon him who 
is higher then themſelves? When the 
Lord ſpeakes this word with power, 
Feare not, ] am thy God, I will uphold 
thee, I will helpe thee, &c. What need 
ſuch a ſoule feare temptations, trials, 
enemies? This is that rock upon which 
Chriſt buildeth his Church, and the 
-ates of hell (hall not prevaile againft 
itz; a word of comfort for the weake 
Saints, they are not left to themſelves 


they 
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vant, Jacob whom I haye choſen, the . 


the ſpirituall ſeed , 
of Abrabam, Gal. 3. laſt. verſ. 9; You, 


the earth,and called thee from the chicf . 


thy God, 1 will Rirengthen thee, yea I. 
will helpe thee, yea 1 will uphold the; 


neſſe : Ablefſed wor being ſpoken in . 


raiſe ſoules above themſelves ; worke. 


to ſtand or fall at their own power, bur . 
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they areTtarsied along in the everlaſting 


armes.of the Almighty; He carrieth his 
lambs in his boſome, he will not looſe 


one of his little 'ones, but will raiſe 


them upzat the laſt day :: See 1ſaiab 43.1, 
2,3. But now thus ſaith the Lord that 
created thee, O Facob, and he that for- 
med thee, O Iſrael, Feare not, for I have 
redeemed thee, I have called thee by my 
name, thou art mine ; When thou pal- 
ſeit through the waters will be with 
thee, and through the rivers they ſhall 
not overflow thee; When thou walkeſt 
through the fire thou ſhalt not be burnt, 
neither - ſhall the flame kindle upon 
thee, for 1 am the Lord thy God, the 


holy One of Iſrael thy Saviour ; this is 


made good in the ſpiritual Ijrael of God, 
he undertakes for them, his power and 
ſtrength is to b:come theirs, he wil 
help them and uphold them, and carry 
them. through flery temptations and 
tryalls,. through flouds of afflictions 
and tribulations: and thus through 
many a fiery tryall will he carry them 
to the Kingdome. Oh therefore looke 
to Jeſus the author and finiſher of your 
faith, looke to him who is your cove- 
nant .and workes all for you and all 

; in 
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all in you; it is his word to you, and 
likewiſe in you, Looke to me, and be yee ſa- 
ved all the ends of the earth, for I am God, 
and there is none elſe, Taiab 45.22. -There 
is no power below or beſiies God able 
to fave you, able to uphold and keepe 
you, but; he alone is able to keepe that 
which is committed unto him untill 
that day; and his power is made mani- 
felt in his Saints. 
6. The power of this Covenant,this 
law in the ſpirit enables to doe-what ic 
commands ;z itis not onely a law of 
light enlightening the minde, giving 
underſtanding to the ſimple; but it car- 
ries on the ſoul in ating ſutable to the 
light communicated: hence it is the A- 
poltle could ſay,l can doe all things through 
Chriſt ſtrengthening me: And Chrilt,]Vith= 
out me you can doe nothing; It is be that wor- 
keth both to will and 10 do of bis good pleaſares 
I worke, {ich the Apoltle, yet not T, bur 
his grace in me, 1 Cor. 15. 10. I live, yet 
not I, but Chbrift lives in me, Gal. 2. 20. His 
power it is in you: that deſtroyes cor- 
ruption and fleſh ; he it is in you that 
workes you up to a ſutable afting and 
walking with himſelfe ; 7; faith the A- 
poſtley am dead to toe u that I mi; bt live 
: wnto 
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unto God, Gal. 2. 19. Through the power of 
this law in tbe ſpirit am 1 dead to the law in 
the fleſh,that ſo in the [ame power I might live 
. #nto God : Thus Saints live in the _ 
of this law, a& to God in the light and 
power of God : anexcellent thing to 
be knowne ot Saints, where the power, 
the life of their lives licth, Becauſe T live 
Yee ſball live alſo: Thus is Chrilt who is 
the Covenant become not onely the 
wiſedome of God, but the power of 
God in every one that believes: Thus 
this law in the ſpirit tranſcends all 0» 
ther lawes beſides it ſelte : the Law and 
Covenant of Moſes commanded , bur 
ave no power to obey : hence it is the 
rd complaines, Fer. 3. That they bad 
broken the Covenant,tbougb be was a busband 
unto them ; but this is.a Law, a Covenant not 
to be broken, becauſe it mr what it com- 
mands. The Law of Moſes is called a weak, 
Law, Rom. 8. 3.. For wbat the Law could not 
doe in that it was weake through the fleſb, ec. 
This isa law of power, it doth that 
which the Covenant in the letter could 
not; that was a Covenant that could 
not give life, this is a law of life,a law 
of poyzcr in the ſpirics of Chriſtians. 


Chap. 
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Chap. X. 
The power of the law-in the flaſh. 


A7 this Law, this Covenant in the 
ſpirit is a law of power,ſo there 18 
a powerfull law in the fleſh likewiſe; 
thoagh this law in the ſpirit over«< 
powers ic and fubjefts it 'to it ſelfe, 
where it is manifeſt in power, 
This law of power in che fleth nia 
be confiderel,cirher as it ts more ae 4 
or more refined, - + = 
1. As it is more groſſe , powerfull 
working the tnindes and atons of na- 
tarall men into a confortoiry unto it” 
ſelfe ; it carries on the natorall man t& 
a@ all manner of unrighteouſneſle, and 
that with gteedineffe : 'Mſomuch that" 
they thinke ttrange of choſe who rum 
not with them to the ſame excefſe of 
riot z thus it operates innaturall mer. ' 
Bue 2. This (ame faw'of the fleſh 
workes with much power, mary times - 
even it the ſpirits of: Chriſtians 1; this 
law of the Yefh rebelleth againſt the 


law of che minde, «nd leniteth captive ' 
LL | H 2 t@ 
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to the law of finne in the members ; 
how can Saitizg experience this truth? 
Many times though ehe i man be 

right, and as they are borne of God, 
they finne_ not; yet what .cempirations, 
what workings of fleſh appeares within 
them? which occations blackneffe and 
darknefle' many times, the: appearance 
of fleſh in a way of power, which ſeemes 
to ſtoppe the current of the foules pre- 
ſent. communion, and leaves iq under a 
waiting condition for deliverance. 
.. Qu. Is this law. in the fleſb too firange 
and powerfull for that in tbe ſpirit, when it 
ſeemes thus to prevaile in its rebelling againſt 
tbat. boly law? F 

An(. Its not itoo ſtrong for it, but 
wiſedome gives way to this rebelling 
law, that it may aQ its part, that ſo the 
ſoule may ſee it ſelfe what it is by na- 
ture, and ſo may the more prize grace, 
and the more earneſtly waite for a de- 
liverance, and likewiſe far the keeping 
of the ſoule in a humble waicing, de- 
pendency upon this Almighty power; 
therefore he ſends a pricke inthe fleſh, 
the 'meſſenger of. Satan to buffet. leſt 
there ſhould be ,an exalration above 


meaſure, as experience teacheth us, that 
: - þ 
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fleſh is ready tq take advantage,and that 
from ſpi bl diſcqverjes., 

2. This Jaw in the fleſh worketh in 
a more refined and. pure, .though in a 
more dectivable way ;\'not onely in 
working ſoules with violence and gree- 
dinefſe in a way of finne , but likewiſe 
worke ſoules when they come to ſee 
their finne'into a fleſhly 'righteouſnetfe; 
ſo that the ſoule being tgnorant of 
righteonfneffe of God, it goes abour'to 
liſh its owne righteouſneſſe, Row. 

10. 3. "And ſoit workesthe ſoule into 

a fle Efing, and a fleſhly gloryi 

inf and carna]l excellencies, at 

that with as much violence as into a 


-way of finne Onan unleſſe 


the potver of this _- law pre- 
yent ; then its true the ſoule is content 
with joy to ſuffer the lofle of all, and 


and to account all things but dung and 


drofſe that it may winne Chrift, and be 
found in him; then its content not on» 
ly to ſuffer the loſſe of this law in the 
fleſh in the groffer conſideration, but in 
the moſt refined conſideration ; then it 
can ſay, What things were gaine to me thoſe 
T counted loſſe for the excelleney of #he know» 
ledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, &&c. 


3 Chap. 


wp AER 
_ Chap. XL, 
: es this as the 


Covenantin the CS ae 
-rious Covenant ;: when' Chriſt 
6amc3, be comes with power and much 
glen ;. this law-rales, in. that King” 
nan _ is act pee ng and much 
glory, The this Covenant 
appcares nat Bo in all thoſe fore 
entioned particylars, as #9 38 af 
tight, 1 liberty, r Ds. pox yt So honatls, 
power, &c. produce 
much, glory where all thoſe. excellen- 
cies met rogether.in ane ſoule, and all 
arc glorious, glorious light, and liber- 
ty; and righteouineſle, and bolineſle, 
and. power, it muſt necds be 'glorious, 
when made partaker of the light, li- 
berty, righteoufneſſc, holinefſe, power 
and glory of the glorious God. 
Befides this, for illuſtrating of this 
glorious law, I might minde how 


it, 
| 1. In» 


fo all the Saints. To3 


r. Intereſts the ſoule in whom it is 
into a neare relation to the Father,nor 
onely of ſon, and of heire, but likewiſe 
the relation of Wife, of Spouſe, and fo 
is married to the Almighty eternally ; 
this is a namebetter then that of ſons 
and danghters, 

2. This glorious law makes. forth 
many glorious diſcoveries and revela- 
tions in the hearts of Chriſtians, Such as 
eye bath not ſcene, care bath not beard neither 
bath it entred into the beart. of. man to con» 
ceive thoſe things. that he hath prepared for 
them that love bim, but be bath revealed it to, 
or in us by bis fpirit, 1 Cor. 2. 9, 10. Oh 
thoſe ſweet diſcoveries God oft makes 
in the ſpirics of his, that they can ſay 
ſweetly to their ſoules after a blacke 
and darke day, Returne to thy reft, O my 
ſoule, for, the Lord bath dealt bountifully witb 
thee : Thus are Guy let ſee into that 
glorious myſtery of love which paſſeth 
knowledge, 

3- As itdiſcovers glory, {o it works 
a glorious minde, a defire in the minde 
to be compleated in this glory; not out 
of ſelfe-love (as moſt doe delire heaven 
that they might avoid hel) bur for glo- 
ries ſake ics (clfe it beholds ics beauty, 
H 4 its 


loa, Aſecond General Fyiitle 
its ſweetnelle, ics purity, its perfeRion, 
and (o the ſoule is overcome With it; 
nothing in the world is to be compared 
.to it: and hence it is that Saints have 
. ſuch noble, heroick ſpirits, looking a- 
. bove, {lighring all things below as no- 
thing, all riches and creature-excellen- 
cies and glories is but grafſe, but drofſe 
unto it; this is the nature of this glo- 
rious law, it fils the ſoule with ſo much 
glory where it is,that the deſire is taken 

with it, becauſe it out-glories 
all other glories in the world be- 
ſides. 


4. Asit is an ount-gloryi lory, 
and ſo drawes the deſire of! as Binds 
unto it, ſo it is likewiſe a transform- 
ing, changing glory, it never leaves 
ſonles in whom i is til it compleates 
them in al the glory ſet before them , 
it workes up {oules more and more to 
it ſelfe antill it hath pertc&ed them in 
the glory of the Father ; Well done good 
and faitbfull ſervaxt, enter thou into the joy 
ef ty maſter: Hence it was Paul being 
poſſeſt with this truth, expeRing this 
compleating in glory,prefſes on to the 
marke of the price of the high calling 
ſet 


* to ab the Saints, T05 * 
ſet before him; and was able to ſay , 


T bave fought a good fight, -I bave finiſhed my 
courſe,T bave kept tbe Tatbeom benceforth is 
laid up for me a crowne of (lory, which the 
Lord the righteous Fudge hath laid up for me, 
and not for me onely, bat for all thoſe-who looke 
{ bis appearing. Oh therefore my deare 

rethren in the unity of this ſpirit 
_—_ and waite for this on of Gad, 
the glorious appearing of the. great 
God, becauſe when he ſhall wphetee yoo 
ſhall appeare with him in glory, and 
you neverenjoy the end of yoor faith 
until you come into the perfeftion of 
this glorious ſalvation. 


— 
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105. Aſeconas central Egiltl 
Chap. XII. 


The law in the ſpirit « law of 
peace. | | 


T Nec is a falſe and fleſhly joy and 
glory likewiſe which ariſes from 
the law in the fleſh; and that eir 
ther, . al 

1. When Cmnnen ory in fin and 
prophaneneſſe, and ungodlinefle ; ſuch 
a g orying is not good, it will prove 
their E. 

Or,2. When men glory in the world, 
in their profits, pleaſures and honours; 
- glorying likewiſe is after the 


* Orelfe,z. When men glory in exter- 
nal priviledges, as they call them, al- 
though they are indeed but delutions, 
as ordinances, formes, performances, 
&c. This likewiſe is but a fleſhly glo- 
rying, and that which Chriſt fore-told, 
Mat. 7. 22. Luk, 13. 26, 27. and the 
Apolile rejefted, Phil. 3. 

 Orelſe,4. When menare gotten in» 
to 
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aſuch a notion as that pow al is 


ood , every worke of the fleſh, and 
of dackenelle is now juſtifiable, 

and, and chep gl in ic, why al theſe are 
fleſbly gl : And to (fuch I 

nor againſt the 


for Glory not s 
wrath, far a day is. coming when al fleſb 
nn ale; it ſelfe unto this excellenc 9 
al other glorics ſhal peri 

_ , 43dungypon.the carth, and 7 
mercy prevent nats al theſe glaryings 
wil prove your (bame, Becauſe you bave 
rejoyced in lying vanities; you bave made 
lies yaur refuge, .apd cavered your = UN 
* der fakbood. And co you I'fay, who 


how glorious the 2d is + Lot 9 the 
wiſe men glory in bis wiſdome, nor the. _ 
man in bis tiches, nor the ſtrong man ju bis 
ſtrength : but let him that ohrind _> 
this, . that be knows the Lord? and; bis in- 
| tereſt in him, Thet the Lord 5 bis portion, 
his relation to him, that he is his ſon, 
his delight, that he is heir with Chriſt 
to the ſame inheritance to the ſame 
gloty ; and this is a glory wil outglo- 
ry al fleſhly gloryings, in which men 
- the carth are taken up with- 


Or 


- 


baye taſted how gracious, bow pure, . 
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Or elſe 5. when this man of fin pets 
higher in filling 'the fancy wick high 
apprehenſions and glorious imapinati- 
ons, and ſeeming * tevelations” to a« 
mazement in the creatures apprehenfi- 
on, that it thinks certainly its the glo- 
rious God, but the trial is, it enils a in 
Melb, fils the ſoule with pride and felfe- 
exaltations, and is but like unto new wine 
put into old bottles, that burſt them al' to 
peeces, and by this meanes the evil one 
rakes ab 'advantage to blow rhem' up 
root and branch, andſo topat an end 
to-that which ſeemed to be in: , 
Whereas the diſcoveries of the ſpiriciial ' 
Jaw 'miakes ſoules in whom ir+js,” the 
'more bumble, the' more ſpiritual, the 
more conformabletoit ſelfe : and the 
more 'this glorious Jaw appeares the 
more\t changes the foule into its owne 
glory, the more is fleſh and fleſtily exal- 
cations ſubdued. 


Chap. 


to. all the Beints,”.. 109 


-- Chap.XIIL. 
It is likewiſe a Law of peace. 


1 Shal adde twoor three particulars 
further in the diſcovery of this Co- 
venant in the ſpirit : And | 
- Firſt, Its a Covenant, a Law of 
peace : Its not onely a law of grace 
and love, but its likewiſe a law of 
peace :- hence ics called in Scripture, a 
Covenant of peace, Ezth, 37.26. More= 
over I. will make a covenant of peace witb 
them, and it ſball be an everlaſting covenant, 
&c.” This everlaſting Covenant of 
Erace, isa Covenant of peace in the 
pirics of Saints, he is our peace, who 
hath broken down that middle wall of partition 
between us, %c. Epbeſ.,2.14- This Co- 
venant of peace may be conſidered, ci- 
ther 
1. As it workes the ſoule into a' 
peace and unity with the Father, that 
now the ſoul who was once afarre off, 
is made neare through the bloud of this 
Covenant, and ſo being juſtified by faith 
| we 


TY a, Y _ 
tis AſermAdOcnerall Ppifile 
we bave peace with Gad through our Lord Fe- 
ſas Chriſt : and the kingdome of God 
within the Saints is. * kingdome of 
righteouſneſſe, peace and joy. This 
is that the Apoſtle ſo often mindes in 
his Epiffies, Grare, metcy and prare fon 
Ged our Father, and from our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, This is that peace of- God 
which paſſeth at underſtanding , of na» 
ture and fleſh, this 'is that peace which 
produceth joy which isunſpeakableand 
tall of glory : Now the ſoule being in' 
a Covenant of peace &4n goe boldly to 


the throne of grace, there to have com-' 


munion and telowſhip with the God 
and Father of peace , being made 
through grace a ſon of peace. 

2. This law of peace works the foul 


into a peace wich all creatures, pofſe(- 


ſeth ic with a diſpoſition of peace and 
love : He is now at enmity with none, 
ready to doe good eo all, to for 
enemies, and thofewho oppoſe them- 
ſelves,being poſſelt with that law in the 
ſpirit, which is pure, peaceable, gentle, 
cahe to be entreated, fall of mercy and 
good fraites, James 3.17,19. without 
partiality, withont hypocrifie , and 
the fruit of righteonſneſſe is fowne in 
peace, 
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fo all the$aintso, "Fr - 


ace, .in them who' love peace: This 
ſpolition is planted in them,as mach 
a$ in them lieth, to live peaceable with 
al _ O08 _ Saints —_—_ 4 
e of grace, but a eof peace; 

he fruic cigar belog ſown in 
_ in them,they recompence not evil 
r evil,but overcome evil with goodnes. 

+ This law of peace affords peace 

and quierneſle to the ſoul in al conditi- 
ons, underal trials and temptations, 
when others hearts ſhal fail them for 
fear, and for looking after thoſe things 
which ſhal come upon the face of the 
earth, They ſball lift up their beads with 
Joy, teing poſſeſt with peace, krowing that 
their redemption and deliverance drawetb 
near. Thus areSaintsquictec in thete * 
ſpirits through this ſpiric of peace, 7/a. 
32. 17, 18, 19. And the worke of righte- 
ouſneſſe ſball be peace , and the effet of 
Tighteouſneſſe ſball be quietneſſe , and aſſu- 
Tarce for ever, And my people ſball dwell 
in peaceable babitations, and in ſure dwel< 
lings , and in quiet refting places : When 
it ſhall bail, coming downe ufon the fo- 
reſt, and the City ſhall be low in a low 
Placg, Here is a glorious Covenant of 
| peace 
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peace and quiet, and this ſhall be effe- 


&ed when the ſpirit is poured forth, 


verſ, 15. which wil produce ſuch ſweet- 
nefſe, quiet and: peace in. Chriſtians 
and that when the City is low'in a low 
place, and hail comes down upon the 
foreſt,” that is earthy creatures and hy- 
pocrices ſhall be,flled with trouble, 
. perplexity, and amazement, . then ſhal 
Saints live in reſt, and quiet peace ſhal 
come, they ſhall ref ſecure, nothing 
ſhall make them afraid ; Bleſſed are 
they which ſow belide al waters in this 
water of life, whoſe effe& will be in 
ſuch a ſoule quietneſſe, and peace for 
ever. 
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Chap. XIV- 


- Of the Law of Love. 


—_ His.layy in the ſpirit, as its a 
law oftpeace, 10: its likewile 
1 | Jaw of love, jigs the royal law of love, 
I love being the great command, the an- 
; cient command, conumanded not Gonc- 
ly in the letter, butio the fſpiric likes 
| wiſe : where this law is.io. power, this 
is manifeſt; firſt to God, God being loze 
drawes love-from foules: 'its true hee 
T workes it ficſt in them, and chen bcing 
offeſt with love they cannot bur love ; 
We'love Cad becaule he loved us Grit, 
andihis lovebcing ſhed abroad in the 
heacc, by this{piric wee love him, wee 
love bin moſt, we love him bei: ; he 
hath the-heart, the ſonal, and its marri- 
ed to him ;.all other lovers being re- 
5eted in; c@wpariſon of him. 
2+ ,T bis ſpicit ot love and gracepro- 
4+ wduceoth love a0 the Saints in whom the 
mage of (39d, hoJines and trac righte= 
oufnes appears: take this as an undoabt- 
[£d truth, That _ the love of God 
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is (bed abroad by the fpiric, there will 
be a ſweer hatfrchony in _thole ſpules, a 
ſweet agreement; Love as 'brethren, 
being al ſonnes related to ,one Father, 
al pofſeſt with one ſpirit, which ica 
ipicit of unity, al heirs to one inheri- 
fance, to one Crowne, to one King+ 
dome , al made partaker of the ſame 
divine nature, which is love: there is 
no one thing wktrein the viſibility of a 
Saint more appeares then in love ; tor 
love is of God,- and every one who lo- 
veth is born of Godend brownh God; 
hee that loveth not knoweth nor God, 
for God is Jove,1 Fob.4.7,8. and he that 
loveth not his brother, neither knows 
eth nor loyerh God. 

3. This ſpjric of love produceth love 
In Saints to al: ic makes thoſe in 
whom It is likeutito their Father who 
is goodunto al, and his tender mercy 
is over al his workes, as much as in 
them lieth, they doe good to al, cſpe- 
cially to thoſe why are of the houlhold 
of faith. In a word,this ſpirit takes a» 
way that ſelfiſh difpolition of nature in 
ſeeking itſelf, and cauſeth the ſoule in 
whom it is not to ſeeke alone its -owne 
but others good ; it workes out that 
peeviſh, 


peeviſh, perverſe and envious diſpofiti- 
on, and fils the ſoul with” the ſpirit of 
love, and thatmnort feigned in ſhew, but 
in deed andin truth, ready with a real 
minde-at al times to doe good ro any 
man, to any creature, that is capable 
of receiving good. Thus ( my deare 
Friends:) as Gad is love, ſo thoſe who 
dwel in God, dwel in love; and its 
fromthe ficlh, and not from the fpiric 
that thoſe: divifions, backbitings and 
reproachingsfow, wha cal themſelves 
by the name of Chriſtians. - This I muſk 
tel you, that where the ſoule is poſſeſt 
with loye and grace\from the Father it 
produceth; love and grace ſutable to 
fuch an injoyment 3 \for grace and love 
in God being (ſhed abroad in us, works 
and lovein us, love to Gad, to 
Eiines, to.al men, and hee that hath 
not-this grace , this love in him, 
hou dwelleth the loye of God in 
m. ; 
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Chap, X.Y..' 

Its a:Law of Edifieation. 

1 CJ 3 $39.21) JAlp CY-,t 
3, His 1aw'ih the fpirie:its likes 
wilt a law of editeationz n'an- 
fwers that exhortation ofithe' Apdttle, 
Let all things be ' done 46 ediffication': It is 
this law of grace which ſeaſon the foul 
with grace, & the words and communis 
tatio «with file, 'that It may miniſter 
#race tothe hearers z have falt in your 
felves, and-have- peace /0ne:with ano- 
ther. In a word; it delivers ſfoales 
fron earthlineff- ; vanirpand folly, 
front carnal -and unproficable difcours 
ſs 5 and tharword of Ghrill-is made 
$o6od in then, John 9. 28. M0 ihat 'be- 
ever) in me ont of bs belly ſoilf flow! rivers 
i laving witters( And: this-/hee ſpake 
of the ſpirit, that he would . give, and 


this ſpiric giveth ſeveral gifts, worketh 


ſeveral operations, bar its given to e- 
very one to profit withall. 

How might this diſcover then firſt 
the fk ſhlinefſe of thoſe who pretend to 
be Chriſtians, and yet manifel! neOng 

uc 
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but fleſh; vanity and unprofitablenefle 
in their diſcourſes and communicati» 
tions, full of earth and fleſb, but enw= 
ty of heavenlinefle and ſpirit. 

2. This diſcovers the fleftfineſfe of 
thoſe , pretending fſuch- Chriſtianity, 
yet delight in vanity,l had almoſt ſaid, 
flight, if not ſcorne any fpiritual or 
heavenly communication, which tends 
toedification: and indeed this law of 
love and edification is much wanting 3 
And therfore my exhortation to al you 
who have taftedhow gracions theLord 
is, to waite upon him for a mare ful 

ouring forthrot «bis irizof peace, 
fave andedification,- that (6\you may 
declare your ſelves to be a people-of 

eac: and love ; that you may become a 
Licking, a comtert each to other 4<hat 
the peace and love of God mp in 
you, and through you, may ſo conform 
you to it ſelf, and ſo gather you up in- 
ro its owne nature, that you may ſhine 
forth as a people. pelleſt indeed with 

love, that is, may be madeknowne to 
al men, that you are indeed the chil- 
dren ofa heavenly Father, not of this 
world, beingborn from above, not of 
mortal, but of immortal ſeed, + 
a 


ms cond Cene al Epiltle 8c. 


ſhal endure for ever z ſo fhal you be ta 
the praiſe: of the glory of his grace, wha 
- bath called you to an immortal. crowte, 


an eternal kingdome and glo- 
ry which, never bal 
bave an end. 


Errata- 
Agp.9.lin-r. for in righteous, reade inlighnens. 
P-16.l. 15-for eyes r-dics- 


